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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

September 

 

1st - Tina Smith  

         Clare & Matt Hibbs (WA)  

2nd - Marianna & Robin Mackay         

 (WA) 

       - Tina & Mike Smith (WA) 

 3rd – Mrs. Renee Russell  

 7th - Mike and Joan Stephens (WA) 

  8th - Matthew Hayden 

        - Martin Jaehme 

11
th

 – Louise Lewis (The Drum) 

18th - Jean Fenwick 

20th - Jessica Quinn 

20
th

 – Sam Stowell-Hibbs 

24
th

 – Mike Court 

20th - Clive & Suzanne Golding-Ellis 

                                             (WA) 

25th - Caroline and John Hayden  

   (WA) 

26th - Joanna (Staples) Cheek 

        - Joshua Court 

28th - Heather Jenkins 

 
Naish’s Notes 
 

Congratulations to all our students 
on their exam results, and gaining 
places at various colleges and 
universities. Good Luck in your new 
ventures. 
 
JOBS 
Comet Customer Support Centre in 
Kenn are recruiting for the peak 
period now! Pop in and pick up an 
application form if you are looking 
for a job. 
 
Ralph and Joan Bye celebrated their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 
30th August.. Many congratulations 
to them. 

 

Sheila 

 
 

Thanks 
 

John and Grace Griffin have 
done a wonderful job in the 
church recently.  Between them 

they have strengthened and 
upholstered the organist’s seat 
– making it more stable and 

comfortable for Mary Holmes 
the organist’s use. 

 
This is a job that had been 
wanting to be done for many 

years. 
 
Very many thanks go to John 

and Grace. 
 

Julia Bush and Ray Naish 
 

******** 

Bill Pugh has spent a day 
painting the Eastern gate of the 

Churchyard.  Many thanks Bill 
for a job well done. 
 

Julia Bush and Ray Naish. 
 

******** 

Jean and Ray Naish thank all 
the kind people who have sent 

greetings cards, messages and 
flowers to them on the occasion 
of their ‘big birthdays’. 

 
We consider ourselves very 

fortunate to be able to live in 
such a caring and friendly 
community. 

******** 
 
Iris Callow has received a lovely 

letter from the Cystic Fibrosis 
Trust thanking her for the £53 
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raised at the recent Coffee 
Morning. 

 
 

Church News 
 

The Harvest Services will be held on 

Sunday 10
th

 September.  There will be 

Harvest Family Service at 11.00 am 

and a Special Service of Evensong at 

6.00 p.m.  It is hoped there will be 

large congregations at both services. 

 

Julia Bush and Ray Naish 

 
HARVEST SUPPER 

 

WHEN: Sunday 10th September 

TIME: 7.30pm 

WHERE: Kenn Village Hall 

Following the enormous success of 

the last two Harvest Suppers we are 

going to give equally good value 

again this year. 

 

The menu will include: 

Roast Pork and all the trimmings. 

Many different and delicious 

puddings plus coffee or tea. 

 

Our champion carvers and servers 

will be making a welcome return to 

provide you with plenty of 

scrumptious food.  

 

As usual we would welcome all 

contributions of puddings hot or 

cold, healthy or luscious as well as 

any offers of help in the preparation 

of veg etc. 

 

As always please contact Jenny and 

Simon or Marianna and Robin with 

all offers of help. 

 

Tickets priced modestly at £6 for 

Adults £3 for under 12’s can be 

obtained from: 

Jenny & Simon (878451) 

Marianna & Robin (340323) 

Grace & John (872948 

Margaret & John (874077) 

Robin Mackay 

 
 

ARE TESCO LOSING THE PLOT? 

VERY LITTLE HELP! 

 

After many years of obligingly 
supplying the needs of Kenn’s 
B.B.Q. Team, Tesco have changed 
their policy. 
 
They will no longer reserve bread 
rolls, in fact they were dismissive 
when asked for help. 
The response from Head Office was 
brief to the point of rudeness. 
 

 
HANDBELLS AT CHRISTMAS??  
 
Once again it is getting near to the 
time when we have to think of building 
up our team and holding practices if 
we are to provide any 'carols on hand-
bells' for Christmas.  
 
We are always hopeful that some new 
people will come forward to help us 
fulfil this aim. We now even have a 
'slot' on the Team website which you 
may be able to view soon for more 
details. All tuition is free and evening 
or daytime practices can hopefully be 
arranged to suit.  
 
Everyone is welcome as long as you 
have some sense of rhythm!  
 
Please ring Geoff and Eleanor 
Marchant on 01934 834550 
  

 

St. John’s Altar Guild 

 
September Rota 
 

Mrs. Juliet Stowell Mrs. Sue 
Pugh and Mrs. Jan Bedford and 

Mrs Wendy Papasolomontos will 
share the work this month. 
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Monthly Coffee Morning 
 
The next Coffee Morning will be on 
Saturday 16th September at The 
Church Room. 
 

Help! I'm in a Jam  
(or soon hope to be). 
  

Those of you who have already 
read September's Moor News 

(gosh) may have seen that I am 
hoping to raise money for the 
Yatton Moor General Fund by 

making preserves in my 
redundant dairy.  
 

At present I'm doing research 
and development, trial batches 

for sale at church functions etc. 
Production proper will use new 
jars (which could then be 

recycled) but right now I could 
do with jars of any size from a 
pound or less.  

 
Please ring me if you want me 

to collect them, or bring them to 
church, Thanks,  
 

Julia 01275 873554 
  

Kenn Family Service  
August 27th 
 

August is the month when 
many folk are away, so there 
are often a few surprises when 

the congregation assembles.  
Just so in Kenn. Some regulars 

were in foreign climes (the 
Callows were in the acclaimed 
centre of England), and Celia 

and John were just returned 
from Italy. 

 

It was great to see Lisa and 
Tobias Godber and family who 

had sallied forth from the  
 

furthest reaches of north 
Bristol, and Romilly and Co and 
Rebecca Stowell and family kept 

the village end up. 
 
The service was full of  

surprises, and Matthew and  
Rebecca Hayden and George 

Noad acted an impromptu 
drama by Celia, which 
reminded us that while outside 

behaviour is important, we 
must be kind and loving on the 

inside as well. A very apt theme 
all things considered.  
 

Julia Bush 
 
PS - NB Sunday Club will be 

contributing to Harvest Family 
Service 10th September.  

Practise at Sunday Club 9.30 - 
3rd Sept in the New Room 
  

Blay Family Update 
 
As a result of the Cake Stall at the 
Village Garden Party on Sunday, I 
am starting to get a sum of money 
together to send to the Blay family, 

in Kumasi Ghana. Mr Blay is still 
recovering slowly from an accident 
he sustained at work last year. He 
was badly burned, and as a 
diabetic he heals very slowly. 
There are no free drugs in Ghana, 
so he has considerable financial 
challenges, with three children in 
education. I will keep you posted 
when there are future 
opportunities to add to the fund.  
 
I am not doing a cake sale after the 
Harvest Family Service, but will 
take orders. I will put up to date 
info on the Blays on the notice 
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board in church before Harvest 
Festival. 
 
 Julia Bush 
 

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 
 

North Somerset Council is looking 

for canvassers to visit properties 

that have not completed electoral 

registration forms.  The visits would 

take place during a three-week 

period starting on 21st October.  A 

small fee is being offered.  Any 

willing candidates can ring me - Ann 

Holtham on 01275 875877 for an 

application form. 

 

It is thought that the judges in the 

Village of the Year Competition have 

visited the village, but we must not 

think that it’s all over because they 

will be back.  Please help Kenn to be 

successful by keeping the village as 

litter-free as possible.  Thank you. 

 

The next meeting of the Parish 

Council will be on 2nd October in the 

Village Hall at 7.30 pm.  All 

parishioners are very welcome. 
 

Ann Holtham  

Clerk to the Council, 

 
29th September – St. Michael 
 
St. Michael is one of the three 
Archangels mentioned in Holy 
Scripture.  The other two are St. 
Gabriel and St. Raphael. 
 
Michael was the object of a cult 
from the earliest Christian times.  
A Church was built to him as early 
as the fourth century near 
Constantinople. 
 

Michaelmas is one of the quarter 
days in England.  It was long the 
custom for the Landlord to hold 
his annual rent audit on this day  
 
and to provide a feast for all his 
tenants.  This custom is still in 
being on many country estates; 
but the feast is now more likely to 
be held in the local hostelry than 
in the grand hall of the big house. 
 
In the past, Michaelmas was the 
date for the termination of the year 
of service for the men and women 
hired at the ‘hiring fairs’ held the 
previous year who were anxious to 
make a change of master for any 
reason. 
 
Popular fare for Michaelmas 
dinner was hot roast goose; this is 
the time of year when geese are in 
their prime. 
 
Hartley Staples 
 

Did you know? 
  
There is a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest called Kenn Church, Kenn 
Pier, & Yew Tree Farm that is a 
Geological Conservation Review Site. 
 
It is special because of the complex 
sequence of Pleistocene sediments 
(whatever that means).  The sediment 
layers reveal sequences of marine and 
freshwater flooding and glacier 
deposits.  
 
From the shells present scientists are 
able to identify which layers were 
caused by salt water and which by 
fresh.  I  quote from the article - Kenn 
Church also provides the unique 
opportunity within Britain to correlate 
amino acid dates for Ipswichian 
freshwater Corbicula and marine 
Patella molluscs within the same 
section.  I haven't a clue what it all 
means except Kenn seems to be 
famous for something other than 
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hangings.  Anyone spotted shell 
collectors digging holes in the 
churchyard? 

  
Robert Down 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Drum and Monkey 

Sunday 3rd September 

9.00 pm 

STAFF PARTY 

Entertainment and Buffet 

Villagers invited to attend, but 

please let Mike know 

beforehand 
 

Drum & Monkey 

Tuesday 5th September 

Village Lunch from 12.15 

everyone welcome 

 

Every Wednesday  

 QUIZ NIGHT - All Welcome 
 

Kenn Village Hall 
Friday 8th September 

Kenn W.I. – Quiz Night 
Teams of 4 - £5 

Fish & Chip Supper 
Tickets from Hazel 

01275 349535 
 

Kenn Village Hall 

HARVEST SUPPER 

Sunday 10th September - 7.30pm 

Admission by ticket only 
 

Cloverlea, Kenn Street 

Monday 11th September 7 pm 
meet for a walk with Ray Naish 

 
 

Your Garden Gate 
Wednesdays 13th & 27th 

September 
Recycling Collection 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday 13th September at 
7.30 pm at Kenn Village Hall 

Kenn W.I. Meeting  

 

The New Church Room 

Saturday 16th September 

10.00 – 12 noon 

COFFEE MORNING 

 
Clevedon Salerooms 

Thursday 21st September 
10.30 a.m. 

Specialist Antique Sale 
 

Drum & Monkey 
Monday 25th and Tuesday 26th 

September 

For 2 nights with no ‘groupies’ 

The Fantastic Rod Stewart 
 

ADVANCE DATES 
 

Kenn Village Hall 

Monday 2nd October 

7.30 pm Kenn Parish Council 

Meeting. 
 

Kenn Village Hall 
Friday 17th November 

WINE AND CHEESE 
In aid of Village Hall Funds 

 

KENN VILLAGE HALL 
Wednesday 6th December 

Christmas Tea Party 
 

THE WILLOWS 

Saturday 16th December 

COFFEE MORNING  
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Very Advanced Date 

Saturday 23rd June 2007 

Live Band and Party KVH 
 

The Not-So-Secret Diary 
of a Nine Month Old – 

by Romilly Hatcher Wilkins 
 

Welcome to my column!  I was very 

excited to be invited to contribute to the 

Kenn News and Views, and let everyone 

know how life as a nine-month-old in 

Kenn is shaping up.  For those of you I 

haven’t been lucky enough to meet yet, 

here’s a few of my vital statistics: 

 

Name:  Romilly Georgina Hatcher Wilkins 

Parents:  Kate and Kevin, at Moorgate 

House 

Age:  Nine months [at time of “going to 

press”] 

Christened:  26
th
 June, at St John’s – a 

fully-fledged member of the parish! 

Weight:  A sturdy 19lb 10oz 

Teeth:  Four – 2 bottom, 2 top 

Pairs of shoes:  Seven [“She doesn’t walk, 

why does she need shoes?” queried 

Daddy, wearily.  “You’re a man, and 

you’ll never understand” muttered 

Mummy] 

 

August saw me joining in at a village 

event – actually, two events.  Firstly, I 

attended the Garden Party at The Willows.  

Well, I can tell you, my parents could 

learn a lot from visiting such charming 

gardens – beautifully manicured lawns, 

wonderful rosebeds – and not a fallen leaf 

in sight.  I saw The Man in Black [no, not 

Johnny Cash, but my friend Reverend 

John], and young Noah Croxton, who was 

there with his grandparents, John and 

Jenny.  Noah and I both have pushchairs in 

a rather natty matching checked livery, 

which confuses my parents a little, but not 

half as much as it confused Noah when my 

mummy nearly sat me on top of him, 

thinking it was my pushchair.   

 

John and Margaret Ball were also at my 

table, with Margaret looking very fetching 

in pink.  I later discovered that it was their 

wedding anniversary that day, and rumour 

had it that they had been celebrating in the 

hot-tub at 4am – well, if I’d known that, I 

could have joined them – I was up at that 

time too!   

 

Grace Griffin was our very attentive 

“waitress”, I tasted some scones and cakes 

for the first time [a welcome change from 

pureed vegetables and fruit], and very 

good they were too. 

 

Later that evening, I had a bath and bottle 

[I think Mummy had the same, but her 

bottle was wine], climbed into my PJs and 

travel sleeping bag, and set off in my 

pushchair [taking the parents with me] for 

the Village Hoe Down.  We were the first 

to arrive [I can’t bear being unpunctual], 

and I was most impressed to see barstaff 

with new matching T-shirts.  I saw all my 

village friends – but the very best bit was 

when I thought I saw a Whirling Dervish 

on the dance floor – imagine my delight to 

find out that it was our very own Robin 

Mackay!  I shall know where to go for my 

dancing lessons when I’m older.  I had to 

leave just after 9pm, as I was suffering a 

wardrobe malfunction – the parents hadn’t 

really dressed me appropriately, and my 

arms were getting cold.  But it was a 

terrific event, and I shall definitely go 

again next year. 

 

This month, I’ve progressed from the 

supermarket trolleys with the “baby 

bucket” to the trolleys that have proper 

seats for bigger children sit in.  These 

bigger trolleys all have seats for two 

children, and Mummy made a 

fundamental mistake in assuming that the 

second seat would be a good place to put 

her handbag.  Unfortunately, she spent a 

tad too long examining Hello magazine’s 

coverage of Posh Spice’s new haircut for 

my liking, so I brought our visit to Tesco 

to an abrupt end by reaching across and 

emptying the contents of her handbag on 

the floor.  Sadly, the parents have learned 

little from this incident, and on our next 

visit, the store janitor had to be called to 

aisle five, after I was parked slightly too 

close to the jam shelf. 
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If I’m invited to write again next month, 

I’ll be able to let you know how my teeth 

and crawling are coming along, and how I 

think daddy’s getting on erecting 

mummy’s new greenhouse.  

 

Kenn Hoedown 

 

Some hundred or so eager (in some 

cases) dancers attended the hoedown. 

As this was the first such occasion to 

be held in Kenn for a great many years 

it was hard to know what to expect. 

 

The organisers were in the normal state 

of anxiety as people arrived, but they 

need not have worried, as the whole 

event was a great success. 

 

Our caller Bob was magnificent, a true 

professional he got everybody up and 

dancing until they had to have a short 

breather before rejoining the fray.  

 

I would imagine many people were a 

bit sore the next day, their aching 

muscles telling them they were not as 

young as they used to be! Luckily there 

were lots of younger dancers who 

made up for us oldies. 

 

As always Jenny and Simon arranged 

the food side wonderfully, no one went 

away hungry and emergency supplies 

were made up for the young men who 

were intending to walk back to 

Backwell. The beans were a great 

addition to the menu, they added that 

authentic camp fire element.  

 

Our thanks to all the team. 

 

For the first time Kenn had its own Bar 

Team resplendent in their matching T-

shirts. The Limage family provided an 

excellent service dispensing many 

pints of Butcombe and Thatchers as 

well as copious glasses of white wine.  

 

 

The alchopops proved to be a bit 

“chavvy” for Kenn but we still 

maintained our reputation for serious 

partying! The Limages have now 

landed themselves a job for life. 

 

 

Our thanks also go to John and 

Margaret without whom events like  

these cannot run smoothly. Thanks to 

them we were able to move all the 

garden furniture etc from the Tea party 

and have everything set up for the 

evening do. A miracle of organisation. 

 

Many people help at village events and 

our thanks go to all of them, especial 

thanks this time to Julia and Tim for 

their sterling work on the Tombola 

which raised over £100. 

 

It was a lovely feeling to be part of 

such a vibrant community, the 

hoedown following on seamlessly 

from the highly successful Tea Party 

showed how much Kenn people can 

create and enjoy their own fun. 

 

The whole idea following the paella 

evening was to work our way round 

the world in different themed events, 

well due to the success of this year we 

have been asked to repeat the 

hoedown. Well it will be on 11
th

 

August 2007 (put it in your diaries!) 

with a new twist!! 

 

The occasion, which was never 

designed as a fund raising event, still 

produced a profit of £625 – which has 

been divided between Weston Hospice, 

Friends of Kenn Church and the 

Village Hall. 

 

 Robin and Marianna   
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Great Britain, European Champions 
 

Two members of the British Water-ski 

Racing Team reside in Kenn, Mike and 

son Dan Dowling took two of their boats 

named No Mercy and The Edge to 

Harderwijk in Holland to compete in the 

“Europeans”, a four race event held over 

eight days in mid August,  

 

Water-Ski Racing is the fastest team sport 

in the world with skiers being pulled 

through the water by purpose built power 

boats at speeds in excess of 100 mph 

conditions permitting. 

 

The team consists of three members, 

Driver (Mike), an observer (Dan) and a 

skier; our skier is Natalie Scott from 

Redhill in Surrey.  

 

A race has duration of 55 minutes plus a 

lap, the course is approximately 2.5 miles 

around a sausage shaped circuit, and the 

team who crosses the line with the most 

laps is the winner having skied for over an 

hour.  

 

17 teams from GB compete with 72 teams 

from across Europe to become European 

Champions. There are separate categories, 

Formulas 1, 2 &3, Veterans, Ladies and 

juniors.  

 

Five British skiers won five of the six 

categories giving GB enough points to win 

the tournament and become European 

Champions. 

 

Mike’s other son Simon an accomplished 

ski racer was Race Mechanic along with 

Pete Phillips from Weston. They were kept 

very busy as two engines blew up in two 

separate races, removing and fitting 

another engine takes four hours. 

 

Wife Debbie and girl friends Kate Dursley 

from Stanton Drew and Joanna Brown 

from Portishead accompanied the team 

offering moral support, as it was required. 

 

The boats are often seen travelling along 

Kenn Road, as the team train in Weston-

super-Mare. 

 

 

 

We will be racing in Hunstanton, Norfolk 

this weekend competing on the national 

circuit where we are currently leading the 

championships in the ladies category. 
 

Typist’s note – it was good to see some of 

the Dowling family at both the Hoe Down 

and the Garden Party 

 

Criteria for flying the flag 

 

We are often asked what occasions are 

acceptable for the flag to fly on the 

Village Green.   

 

For anyone who lives in the village the 

following are the main occasions 18
th

, 

21
st
, 80

th
, 90, and 100 birthdays, Silver, 

Ruby, Golden and Diamond weddings.  

 

We are also delighted to fly it in 

celebration of any births and 

marriages.  Particularly with birthdays 

and anniversaries we would be 

extremely grateful if we can have a 

few days notice so we can put the date 

in the diary and make sure the flag is 

flown from early in the morning. 

 

 Sometimes people feel strongly that 

they would like the flag flown for other 

occasions and we are also willing to 

help them out on those occasions.    

 

It is a pleasure to fly the flag but as we 

are not telepathic we cannot tell when 

these big occasions occur unless 

informed so PLEASE let us know.   

 

Of course the flag is also flown at half-

mast for any village bereavements and 

funerals. 
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Just keep us informed and we will do 

our best to keep the flag flying  

 

Robin and Marianna 01275 3403223 

 

News from  The Drum 
 

First of all, thanks to everyone 

who came to the  

Robbie Williams’ shows.   

We collected £750 to go to 

Wateraid for the Third World.  

We can turn on a tap and get 

water, in the Third World 

people have to walk miles or dig 

dry land for a well. 

 

September we have Rod Stewart 

for 2 nights and in October for 

one night David Essex. 

 

Book your Christmas Party now. 

3-course meal 

£13.95 per person 

 

Christmas Day Bookings now 

being taken 

5-course meal plus 

for £49.95 

 

We still have, delivered to the 

pub, The Times and The 

Mercury for those who read 

them. 

The Times on Wednesday and 

The Mercury on Thursday 

afternoons. 

 

Wednesday is Quiz Night, there 

is still room for one or two more 

teams “it’s not that hard” – 

come and join us! 
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The next 2 theme nights are 

Spanish on Mondays 

4th and 11th September 

Come and try Paella or Mussels 

and lots of other Spanish dishes. 

Eat as much a you like for £7.95  

Self Service 

 

On 3rd September  

1275 a Sunday Evening, 

last orders for meals is at 

8 pm – the rest of the 

evening, until late is a  

STAFF PARTY. 

We will have entertainment and 

a Buffet, if anyone from the 

Village would like to join Mike, 

Kelly and the rest of the Staff 

on that night they are welcome. 

Please le us know soon if you 

would like to attend. 

 
 

 

 

Flag Diary for August, 2006 

 

5
th

 August the marriage of Justin Naish 

and Melanie Woodward 

 

6
th

 August 80
th

 Birthday for Ray Naish 

 

8
th

 August 80
th

 Birthday for Jean Naish 

 

11
th

 August, Golden Wedding of 

Trisha and Ron Harrison 

 

19
th

 August the marriage of Susan 

Kirkup and Graham Barker 

 

24
th

 August 92
nd

 birthday of Sam 

Staples 
 

 

BIRD NEWS 1 
 

Several people have contacted me 

recently concerning dead Greenfinches 

found in their gardens.  There have 

been reports from Worle, Winscombe, 

Congresbury and Kingston Seymour.   

I suspect that the birds have died of a 

strain of salmonella.  If you find dead 

birds, you should stop feeding and 

empty and disinfect feeders and tables.  

Start feeding again after 2-3 weeks.  

Juvenile Greenfinches seem to be most 

affected – the disease probably acts as 

a population control when numbers 

become unsustainably high.   

 

On a happier note, a large roost of 

juvenile Swallows formed in reeds at 

Congresbury Moor.  I estimated that 

800 Swallows were at the roost at the 

end of July, reduced to 799 when a 

Hobby came in after dusk for its 

supper. The weather changed and the 

following week, the roost was 

deserted, but over-flying birds 

appeared to be heading for Dolmoor, 

near Puxton. 

 

Along the sea wall, returning migrant 

birds are appearing including a few 

Whimbrel, a single Greenshank, 

Ringed Plover and a few Swallows.  

However the Butterflies took centre 

stage at the beginning of the month, 

with 25 Common Blues, 15 Clouded 

Yellows (a record number for me) and 

2 Painted Ladies. 

 

A couple of Kingfishers were noted at 

Kenn Pier and it looks as it the 

Hobbies have young (at least one) on 

Kenn Moor.   A less welcome sight 

there was a Mink, typically bold, near 

“The Grange”. 

 

Trevor Riddle 

01934 835208 
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BIRD NEWS II 
 

Simon and Jenny Pascoe report a 

Sparrow Hawk visiting their garden 

several times lately trying to get at the 

small birds that shelter in the bushes 

there. 

 

A Kestrel managed to get into Sizzle 

Summerell’s hen run at Stonehouse 

Farm.  The hens were trying to attack 

it.  It managed to squeeze out through 

the wire, a very handsome bird. 

 

August 24
th

, Jeff Naish has seen two 

Kingfishers today, one at Decoy Pool 

Farm , the other near the Little River, 

close to Moor Street Bow in Yatton 

Moor. 

 

The countryside seems very quiet at 

the moment, so many of the birds we 

hear singing from time to time are now 

moulting.  When they are losing their 

feathers and growing new ones they 

keep themselves hidden because they 

are more vulnerable to birds of prey. 

 

August 29
th

.  Jeff reports Wheatears 

and Stonechats in Nailsea Moor.  He 

also has seen Ravens at Nailsea Wall 

Farm eating a dead lamb.  Also three 

Ravens at Castle Farm, Clevedon. 

 

Ray Naish 

 
01275 872493 

 

MORE BIRD NEWS 

 

Reference the Clevedon Peregrine 

Falcon family.  Earlier this month 

(August), after seeing all three birds fly 

off Black Rocks in different directions, 

I stopped looking for them.   

 

Then on the way back along the sea 

wall and at approximately Hole 9, 

there were about 20 Crows, all very 

agitated, on the hill beside the green.   

 

Suddenly around the hill came a 

Peregrine Falcon and for over 10 

minutes I was given a spectacular 

display while it tried (in vain) to catch 

a Crow, some of which were obviously 

quite young.   

 

Every now and again a mature bird 

would have a go at the Peregrine until 

it went over the mud, chased a Tern 

and then returned to Wain’s Hill where 

it was joined by one of the other 

Falcons. 

 

Reference the Green Woodpeckers.  

We have felt very privileged to have 

this magnificent bird feeding on the 

ants that infest our lawns.  On one 

occasion a parent brought their 

offspring and we watched them from 

only 5 metres away. 

 

Finally, reference Geoff Marchant’s 

accidental introduction to the 

Dunnock.  It took me many years to 

convince my family and others that 

there was such a bird.  I think the 

reason for this is because it does look 

very much life a House Sparrow, but 

on closer inspection, particularly 

through binoculars, it is quite 

distinctively different.  They are in our 

garden most of the year but less in the 

summer, furtively searching under 

shrubs for insects.   

 

I was very interested to learn that 

Trevor referred to it as a Hedge 

Sparrow, but in both my bird books it 

is listed under the group of birds 

known as Accentors along with 

Dippers and Wrens.  The four 

Sparrows that form that grouping are 

House, Spanish, Tree and Rock.  I 

hasten to add that I would not dare to 

challenge Trevor’s much greater 

knowledge than mine of our feathered 

friends. 

Colin Cooper 
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Margaret’s Mutterings 

 

Congratulations   go to Mrs. Holly Gaunt, 

Matthew’s bride on being awarded her 1st 

Class Honours Degree in Politics and 

Sociology. 

 

More Congratulations this time to Jo and 

Colin Cooper of Ilexmead, who are 

delighted that grandson Tom, aged 10, who 

is Chris and Rachel’s son, has recently 

auditioned successfully to become an 

associate member of the Royal Ballet. 

 

Tom will not have to move away from home, 

as he will train with the ballet at Cotham 

Grammar School.  The whole family are 

thrilled. 

His photo has been in the local Mercury 

twice recently. 

 

Kenn Village Hall 

At the recent Village Hall Committee it was 

agreed to apply for Grants towards the cost 

of our New Porch. 

 

Jumble Sale 

Thanks to all who supported the Jumble 

Sale – the magnificent sum of £205 was 

raised for Hall Funds 

 

Fund-raising at The Willows 

Fund-raising continues – Special thanks to 

John and Marlene Arney for a truly 

wonderful afternoon at The Willows, when a 

profit of over £800 was realised for Village 

Hall Funds – An awful lot of work, but an 

amazing result for which we are very grateful. 

 

Not only that, but Marlene and John are 

inviting us all back to their Christmas Coffee 

Morning on Saturday  16th December – 

book the date in your diary now. 

 

On a personal note, I was delighted to win in 

the Raffle two very special prizes; a turned 

wooden dish made by David Quinn and a 

photograph of two of Jeff Naish’s horses, 

taken on one of Ray’s walk by our own 

Robert Down. 

 

More Village Fame 

Rumour has it that ‘snaps’ taken by Robert 

Down are now appearing in specialist 

photography  magazines!   Well done! 

 

Kenn and Kingston Kombine Garden Party 

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you! 

Thanks go to everyone who helped and 

supported –  

 

The Kingston Cream Tea Team,   

The Kenn B.B.Q. Team and Stefan’s 

Bar catered for our hunger and thirst. 

 

Hazel and Sarah Spinning, Angus 

Carving, and Gerald with his Vintage Saw 

together with quite a lot of rather nice cars 

and tractors gave us something to look at. 

 

Jenny and John Croxton with their 

Tombola, Marianna’s Raffle, Julia’s Cake 

Stall and Jean’s Book Stall enabled us all 

to spend money. 

 

The Good Lord provided the weather, what 

more could we have needed! 

 

The end result - £1,000.00 to Weston 

Hospicecare and in excess of £1,000.00 to 

Yatton Moor General Fund.   Thanks go to 

the R-R.E.C. for their generous donation 

and to others who could not attend but 

supported us financially. 

 

Again, many, many thanks! 

John and Margaret 
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Ps.  Yes – Kingston Seymour did win the 

Tug of War!  Again!! 

 

Pps – I have a ‘silver’ bracelet, which was 

found during the Garden Party – if it is yours 

then give me a call. 874077. 

 

 

A visit to Cook’s Lane 

 

The evening of 12
th

 June saw one of 

the largest gatherings yet for Ray’s 

second summer walk of 2006.  This 

time the destination was an area of 

Clevedon Moor at the end of Cook’s 

Lane.  

 

Having safely parked the not 

inconsiderable number of vehicles that 

had transported us the walk started 

with Ray informing us that Clevedon 

Court Estate owned the land we were 

visiting. Apparently Cook’s Lane was 

named after a farmer Cook who was 

known locally as Wiggy Cook because 

he wore a hairpiece. 

 

Close by the start of the walk Ray had 

indicated an orchard whose distant 

owner will not allow the apples to be 

harvested and each year a valuable 

crop is lost. Sheep however are 

allowed to graze there. 

 

Abandoned orchards appear to be a 

feature of this locality as very soon 

Ray was pointing out the ruins of a 

cottage now reduced to foundation 

walls and close by what would have 

been its orchard. The latter is so 

overgrown with brambles etc that it 

must be impossible to penetrate it. All 

manner of wildlife must find a 

welcome refuge within.   

 

We crossed the fields to the rhyne that 

forms the boundary with Tickenham.  

Back in 2002 when Ray last guided us 

here I recalled that some very 

inquisitive cattle accompanied us. Ray 

explained that there were none this 

year because something grows in the 

field during the summer that makes 

cattle ill.  He thought this was likely to 

be a plant called Snake Pipe but he 

could not see any.  We did however 

spot quite a lot of a plant I know as 

Horsetails and that Ray calls Cats 

Tails.  Cattle can be kept here safely 

during the winter months and indeed 

the old folk used to say that the Cook’s 

Lane area was an overcoat warmer 

during winter. 

 

We wandered around a number of 

adjoining fields enjoying the company 

and the mild summer evening.  These 

fields are not the modern over 

manicured affairs with neatly trimmed 

hedges but more those remembered 

from childhood blackberrying 

expeditions, full of interest and variety.  

The fields here have won praise from 

wildlife organizations because of this.  

During our short visit our birders 

spotted Curlew, Sparrow Hawk and 

Goldfinch and there were lots of 

damselflies and several butterflies to 

be seen. 

 

Towards the end of our walk we had 

approached an area known as Smeath 

that has Smeathyard Farm and Old 

Smeath Farm.  Ray told us that in 

bygone years when dances were held 

in Kenn Village Hall the girls from 

these farms would cross the fields 

wearing their wellies and carrying their 

dancing shoes. Having danced the 

night away they put on their wellies for 

the walk back. 

 

All too soon the walk was over and it 

was time to thank Ray for yet another 

memorable evening.   

 

Robert Down 
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A visit to Bullocks Farm – Kingston 

Seymour 

 

August 14 provided a fine summer 

evening for the walk that Ray had 

arranged at Bullocks Farm and as we 

assembled outside Cloverlea it was 

evident that this walk was well 

attended.  A quick confirmation of our 

destination and under the navigational 

skills of John Croxton I made a speedy 

get-a-way to beat the rush.  Big 

mistake.  We arrived first, followed by 

one other car and then waited and 

waited and waited. 

 

Where were they, had they got lost, 

had there been an accident, were we 

lost? No this is Bullocks Farm we 

passed the sign at the entrance.  So all 

back in the cars and search the 

Kingston lanes until we find them.  

Eventually we found a number of cars 

parked in a farm lane but no walkers so 

we just set off down the lane anyway 

and luckily it was not too long before 

we spotted the main group several 

fields away.    

 

They waited and we hurried and after 

some suitable exchanges during which 

it was mentioned that it was my wife 

Joyce’s birthday she was treated to a 

splendid rendition of happy birthday. 

 

Setting off again we crossed several 

fields that included some with names 

like, Long Nine, Triple Nine, Ten Nine 

and Horseleaze.  Ray pointed out the 

boundaries between Kenn and Yatton 

and Kenn and Kingston Seymour, the 

latter being the Russ Rhyne. 

 

Eventually guided by Olive we arrived 

on the bank of the old river Kenn from 

where we looked across onto land 

farmed by Tim & Julia Bush. There we 

could see a derelict farm building that 

Ray said was called Sandfords Pen. It 

was in the field there that in 1941 

Italian prisoners of war buried cattle 

that had died from foot and mouth 

disease.  Rumour has it that the Italians 

removed some of the meat to 

supplement their wartime rations.  

 

 In the past the river was regularly 

cleared of vegetation to keep it flowing 

freely but since the construction of the 

Blind Yeo and the diversion of the 

river Kenn this part of the river is now 

very overgrown.  Manor Farm, Kenn 

once had the liability to keep the river 

clear from the Gauge (that we visited 

last year) through to Kingston and 

farm workers would have been 

employed to do this.  During World 

War 2 the Italian prisoners were put to 

this work but again took the 

opportunity whilst in the fields to 

supplement their diet by digging for 

rabbits. 

 

Before the advent of mains water 

Kingston had real problems with 

drinking water and for many the main 

supply was from a well at Kingston 

Bridge owned by the Traves family 

who provided it free. 

 

Wildlife noted during the walk 

included Heron, Buzzard, Pied Wagtail 

and Reed Warbler. 

 

By this time the sun was setting low 

and casting long shadows across the 

fields and so it was time to make our 

way back to the cars.  Time once more 

to thank Ray for organizing the walk 

and Olive for guiding us round the 

farm on what had been one of the 

longest walks so far.   

 

The next walk will be at Decoy Pool 

Farm, meet at 7 p.m. Monday 11 

September at Cloverlea. 

 

Robert Down 
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P.S See Ray’s article in this issue 

about Bullock Farm history (the part 

some of us missed on the walk).  
 
 

Bullocks Farm, Kingston Seymour 

 

My grandparents, Tom and Alice 

Simmons, together with their daughter 

Maggie, aged 12, who was my mother 

and her brother Harold aged 8, took the 

tenancy of Bullocks Farm on 25
th

 

March 1909.  They moved from Yew 

Tree Farm, Rodney Stoke near 

Cheddar. 

 

On that day they moved all their 

livestock and household goods to 

Kingston on foot.  The furniture was 

loaded onto open farm wagons, the 

cattle and sheep were walked all the 

way from Rodney Stoke.  A man 

called Bill Crib set off first at 7 am 

with the sheep, followed by about forty 

cattle driven by three men, Mark Dirk, 

Clifford Dirk and Wed Allen. 

 

All this convoy of wagons, carts and 

livestock arrived at Kingston in the late 

afternoon.  The cows were then milked 

in the orchard.  It had rained heavily all 

day. Everyone was soaked to the skin.  

They lit fires in the house, which the 

men sat around all night drying their 

clothes.  Next day the wagons, that had 

been borrowed for the day, returned 

home with the men who had helped 

with the move except Clifford Dirk 

and Wed Allen who decided to stay 

and work at Bullocks Farm. 

 

My grandparents made a great success 

of farming at Kingston.  They had 

apparatus installed for turning the milk 

from their forty cows into cheese.  

Grandmother and my mother were the 

cheese makers.  The mature cheese 

was sent to the mining areas of South 

Wales where it was in great demand by 

the miners.   

 

As the cheese making venture 

progressed, milk from many of the 

small holders around Kingston 

Seymour was purchased to be 

processed with the milk from the farm, 

this was a great help to those small 

farmers. 

 

There was also a lot of cider made on 

the farm, which was sold in Clevedon 

and all around the area. 

 

When their son Harold was married 

grandfather and grandmother bought 

“Court House”, Kingston Seymour and 

retired there.  They let the farm to 

Harold.  They had managed to buy the 

farm a few years earlier.. 

 

When they retired they were only 56 

years old, a great accomplishment 

when you consider that grandfather 

had never been to school.  His 

daughter, my mother, taught him to 

read and write when she was a 

teenager. 

 

The Simmons family are still living at 

Bullocks Farm, ninety seven years 

later. 

 

Ray Naish 

 
 

 

HOMES WANTED 

for 

ENGLISH DWARF LOP RABBITS 

Tel 01275 878782 

 
 

 

Men who left Kenn to Serve in the 

War 1939 – 1945 

 

I have received a letter from former 

Kenn resident George Wainwright, 

who lived at ‘Moorgates’ Kenn Street  
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and now lives in Clevedon, helping me 

compile a list of men from Kenn who  

served in the armed forces during the 

War 1939-1945. 

 

He reminded me of the names of 

several men who lived in the Village 

and who left Kenn to join the armed 

forces during the last war.  They are 

Frank Fletcher and Gilbert Payne who 

both lived in Church Path Cottages, 

also Jame Jones who lived at 

Moorgates, who was George’s uncle.  

George Wainwright himself also 

served as a ‘boy seaman’ in the last 

years of the War. 

 

Thankfully George corrected me on 

my statement in August News and 

Views that former young man from 

Kenn, Gordon Burnell lost his life 

when only 19 when the Royal Oak was 

sunk in Scapa Flow.  This was 

incorrect; Gordon lost his life when 

H.M.S. Hood was sunk 24.5.1941 only 

three men survived the sinking of this 

vessel.  George reminded me of several 

Kenn lads who were engaged in the 

Italian Campaign – Henry Tucker, 

Leslie Watts, Bill Bessant and Tom 

Baker. 

 

As far as I know there are only two 

men living in Kenn at the present time 

who were in the forces during the last 

war, they are Clifford Edwards and 

Maurice Ford. 

 

Ray Naish. 
 

C H  -  -  C H 

 
What’s missing? 

 

U R 
 

 

 

The following is printed at the request 

of the ‘Home Energy Efficiency 

Officer Housing Renewals Team’ – 

North Somerset Council 

 

 

 

KEEPING WARM AT HOME AND 

BEING ENERGY EFFICIENT AT 

THE SAME TIME!!! 

 

 

 

Are you cold at home?   

Are you worried about the next fuel 

bill? 

Do you want to be more energy 

efficient … and reduce your fuel 

bills? 

 

 

 

Here are 6 ways to be warmer, save 

money, and do your bit for the 

environment! 

 

 

1. Shut the curtains at dusk. This will 

ensure that the heat stays inside your 

home to heat you and not the outside. 

Do not hang them over the radiators, as 

this will prevent the heat from going 

into the room.  Either line the curtains 

or hang up an old pair behind them to 

increase their thickness.  This will help 

to stop heat escaping. 

 

 

2. Make sure your hot water tank is 

well insulated. You can buy a tank 

jacket from most DIY shops for about 

£10-15.  You will recover the cost in 

reduced fuel bills in about a year.  The 

recommended thickness of the jacket is 

at least 50mm (approx. 2 inches). 

 

 

 

 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS 
 

3. Set you hot water tank thermostat at 

60 C. Any higher than this and you are 

wasting energy and money.  It should 

not be set lower than 55 C for health 

reasons. 

 

4.  Invest in low energy light bulbs 

especially for lights that are on for long 

periods of time. You will recover the 

cost by having lower electricity bills. 

 

5. Don’t leave the ‘red’ button 

(standby button) on your electrical 

appliances, this includes TVs, stereos, 

computers etc, you are using almost as 

much electricity as you would if you 

were using the appliance. 

 

6. Make sure you take advantage of 

the grants and discounts available 

for insulation and heating measures, 

to make your home warmer in 

Winter and cooler in Summer! 

 

There is no catch.  You may receive a 

full grant or discount, this would 

entitle you to one or more of the 

following energy efficiency measures: 

 

Loft insulation 

Draught proofing 

Cavity wall insulation 

A hot water tank jacket 

Low energy light bulbs 

Energy advice 

New central heating 

 

For further information contact: 

Kim Herivel 

Tel. 01934 634807 

Kim.herivel@n-somerset.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH OF YATTON MOOR 

 
 

1st Sunday --3
rd

 September 

 

TWELTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 

8am Holy Communion Kenn 
8am Holy Communion Claverham 

9.30am Parish Communion Yatton 

9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve 

11am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour 

6pm Evensong Yatton 

 

 

2nd Sunday –10
th

 September 

 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY 

KENN HARVEST FESTIVAL 

YATTON PATRONAL FESTIVAL 

8am Holy Communion Yatton 

9.30am Patronal Festival Eucharist  

                                        Yatton 

9.30am Holy Communion Claverham 

11am Family Service Cleeve 

11am Harvest Family Service Kenn 

6 pm Harvest Evensong Kenn 

6.30 pm Holy Communion Cleeve 

 

 

 

 

3rd Sunday – 17
th

 September 

 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY 

KINGSTON SEYMOUR  

HARVEST FESTIVAL 

 

8am Holy Communion Claverham 

9.30am Parish Communion Yatton 

9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve  

11am Harvest Festival Family Service  

                         Kingston Seymour 

2.30pm Holy Baptism Yatton 

6pm Harvest Evensong  

                         Kingston Seymour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Kim.herivel@n-somerset.gov.uk
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SERVICES - SEPTEMBER 2006 

 

 

4th Sunday – 24
th 

September  

 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

YATTON & CLAVERHAM HARVESTS 

 

8am Holy Communion Yatton 

8am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour 

9.30am Harvest Holy Communion Yatton 

9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve 

1l am Harvest Family Service Claverham 

11am Holy Communion Kenn 

6 pm Harvest Evensong Yatton 

 

HOLY DAYS IN SEPTEMBER 

 

14
th

 Holy Cross Day 

7.30pm Holy Communion Yatton 

 

21
st
 Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 

7.30pm Holy Communion Yatton 

 

29
th

 MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS 

8.30am Holy Communion Yatton 

 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 

 

Daily 8.30am Morning Prayer at Yatton 

(except Saturdays and Holy Days) 

 

Every Wednesday:  

10am: Holy Communion Yatton 

 

1st Wednesday in month:  6
th

 September 

11am: Holy Communion at  

                    Kingston Seymour 

 

 

3rd Wednesday in month:  20
th

 September 

11am: Holy Communion at Kenn 

 

 

4th Wednesday in month: 27
th

 September 

11am: Holy Communion at Claverham  

 

Every Thursday:  

9.30am:  Holy Communion at Cleeve 

7.30pm:  Holy Communion Yatton 

 


