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‘Butterfly Bonanza’ 
 

Taken by Bryan Thompson,  
at One Elm, Kenn Street 
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 
October 
 
1st Katy (Golding-Ellis) 
3rd Gill Taylor 
      Erin Sylvester 
6th Dave & Sue Pugh W.A. 
7th Julia & Tim Bush W.A. 
8th Robin Rogers 
16th Cheryl Quinn 
18th Kayleigh Stowell 
       Wendy & Sotoris Papasolomontos WA 
22nd Troy & Julian Gale WA 
23rd Robert Brown 
24th Matthew Clarke 
26th  Justin Naish 
27th Jack Treble 
29th Stefan Beardshaw 

St John the Evangelist, Kenn 

ALTAR GUILD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Jean Woods, Heather Jenkins 

and Tina Middleton 

 

November Sarah Clark and  

Marianna Mackay 

 

December   

Week 1 Jean Fenwick, Jenny Pascoe 

Week 2 Caroline Holden, Hazel Limage 

Week 3 Iris  Callow, Heather Jenkins 

Week 4 Jo Cheek, Marianna Mackay 

 

Harvest Festival Services at Kenn 

 
In a year when the difficult weather has  

confused our gardens and tested our farmers, 

once again the floral artists of Kenn came up 

trumps and decorated the church beautifully for 

our Harvest Services.  

 

In the morning Celia talked about Jesus's  

enjoyment of a get together round the meal  

table, and his use of these opportunities to  

minister to people 'where they were' rather than 

in the Temple.  

 

This involved the children giving out samples of 

the sort of food eaten at such gatherings.  

 

After the service we all had a piece of 'Scripture 

Cake' with our coffee, the recipe for which was 

given out with the pew sheets. 

 

The Harvest offerings, brought up to the  

altar during the service, were distributed round 

the village the next day. 

 

Harvest Evensong was taken by Ian and the 

preacher was The Right Rev George Cassidy. 

George has many connections with Kenn, the main 

being his marriage to Jane, daughter of Rev Frank 

Stevens.  

 

With his gentle Irish lilt and his twinkling kind of 

wit (two jokes about milk), he is an able preacher 

and we all left church determined to 'keep trying' 

as we headed down to the hall for the Harvest 

Meal.  

 

Despite the aforementioned terrible weather this 

summer, we are fortunate to live in a  

region where the supermarket shelves will still be 

full this winter, enough was indeed 'safely  

gathered in'. 

     Julia Bush 

PS George's  joke (I'm saving the second)  

Two cow's cudding down by Kingston Bridge see a 

huge gleaming tanker going up the M5, painted 

with the words     

PURE, FRESH, FULL FAT, HOMOGENISED MILK 

and one said to the other   

'Make's you feel a bit inadequate, doesn't it!'. 
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ALTAR GUILD SUPPER. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the Altar Guild, their spouses 

and any prospective members are invited 

to get together for a meal at the Little Harp 
on Clevedon Sea Front on Thursday 
11th October at 7pm.   

 

Please contact Marianna ASAP so that we 

can let the Little Harp know the numbers. 

 

 

Phone 07860 497203 only. 

CHALICE HANDBELL TEAM 
 
We have numerous bookings for later in the 
year, at Kewstoke Village Hall and Care 
Homes between Worle and Cotham, Bristol.  
 
Many of these are requested repeat visits. We 
wish to recruit more members to ensure we 
can continue in this manner even if some 
members are away, or ill.  
 
Practices are normally in Yatton, Thursdays, 
2.30 to 4pm, but we will try to accommodate 
all.  
 
A good sense of rhythm is required but not 
necessarily a knowledge of music scores as 
we have our own methods! Give it a try?  
 
Phone Geoff or Eleanor on 01934 834550.  
 
Some extra bookings can also be taken. 

 

Our Flag - September 

 

On Sunday 23rd  our flag was flow to 

celebrate the baptism at St. John’s 

of mother and baby - Jenny Paula 

Pascoe (mum)  and her daughter So-

phie Jenna Pascoe. 

 

On 29th September for Margaret and 

John Bessant who celebrated their 

Golden Wedding Anniversary with a 

party at Riverside Farm. 

Cake profits for the Blay Family 

 

Thanks to the generosity of those Kennites 

who gave donations, and those who bought 

cakes at the September Village Market,  

I will be able to send over £60 to  

Mr Emmanuel Blay, in Kumasi, Ghana.  

 

Thank you, Julia Bush 

Thank You to everyone who sent me get-

well cards, and thanks to everyone who 

came to visit me after my stay in hospital.  

 

Also thank you for the lovely box of harvest 

goodies that was brought to me from the 

church harvest festival. 

       Irene  

The October Village Lunch  
 

Will be on the 9th October at the 

Moorend Spout 12 for 12.30.  

 

Why not join us? 
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Harvest Supper. 9th September  

 
Here in Kenn we seem to move from one social event to another.  

Harvest weekend was no exception. On the Saturday morning we had the Market.  
 

Then on the Sunday we had Harvest Family Service, Harvest Evensong was followed by 
the most delicious harvest supper. This year Stefan and Laura Beardshaw, with help from 
Mike took on the mantel of hosting the supper.  The food was ‘prepped’ at Mike’s pub then 

heated and served in the hall.  
 

The hall was at capacity seating over 80 people who were truly happy to be together, 
strengthening the fibres of our community.  

 
We chatted and ate, both with equal gusto. The pork roast was served with all the trim-
mings. Julia made a fabulous nut roast.     As is our tradition, many of us sampled the 

veggie dish. John Griffin marshalled the tables directing people in turn to the food. He al-
so made a warm humorous speech.   

 
We also thank him for bringing his friend the retired Bishop George Cassidy.   
A marvellous character who had a tale to tell on every subject.  

 
Julia and help set up and decorated the tables. Hazel made a beautiful seasonal advert for 

the N&V with matching tickets. John and Margaret took all the dishes home to their dish-
washer.  Mike Malone and Robert Down’s help the following day, meant the hall was back 
to normal by coffee time. 

 
John Hayden ran a well stocked bar. This enhanced the atmosphere for a convivial relaxed 

evening. Many of us drank and chatted late into the evening. 
 
Once all the expenses were paid off we raised £401.70.  This sum was equally divided  

between equipment for the village hall and Bristol   Oncology. 
 

         The Harvest Supper Committee.        

Margaret’s Mutterings 

 

Friends of Kenn Church  -  Acoustics in the Church Room, re-ordering of the Vestry, New St John’s 

leaflet , Kenn in Bloom, the Bell and Bell Tower and the Altar  Guild supper on the 11th October 

were all discussed at  an Extraordinary Meeting held last month . 

 

KKK OLYMPIKKS -  Thanks to everyone who helped - especially to Tony Williams for bringing the 

Olympic Torch -  photos of many of us with Tony and the Torch are in church 

-  if you would like a copy - ask John Ball  a note in the door  at Chaseside   or   

email  Margaret..john@btinternet.com.  

 

Likewise copy for November News & Views - as soon as possible please. 
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Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Sarah Clark 01934 833307 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Revd Ian Hubbard 
  01934 835859 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 

 

Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 
 
Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
     Margaret Ball 01275 874077 
Email: Margaret.john@btinternet.com 
Chaseside, Kenn Street, Kenn 

Antique and Quality Furnishings. Collectables 

etc 

Thursdays 11th and 25th October   

  

Viewing at Saleroom 

 Wednesdays 10th and 25th -10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sales from 9am  

Quarterly Specialist Sale  

Thursday 15th November10.30am  

  

Viewing at Saleroom 

Tuesday 13th November 2pm - 5:30pm 

Wednesday 14th November 10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale from 9am 

  
       COFFEE 
      MORNING 
 
 
 

Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on  
Saturday, 13th October     

10:00am till midday.  

Recycling - 2nd/9th/16th/23rd/30th 
 
Dustbin - 9th/23rd 
  
Green Waste - 2nd/16th/30th 

Kenn Women’s 
Institute 
  

Kenn Village Hall, 
7:30pm Wednesday 
10th October. 

  Visitors always welcome! 

 North Somerset Times 
 

Don’t forget that copies 
of this local newspaper 
are freely available in 
the bar of the  
Drum and Monkey from 
Wednesday afternoons 
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Wendy and Julia go to the Paralympics. 
 
      Well, the much publicised 'loveliness  factor' began at the Woking ticket office. 
'Can I use this?' I said, proffering my free 'Zones 1 – 9 Paralympic travel pass' 
'Oh, great, what are you going to see Luv?' 'I'm going to the Dressage, you know, the horses.' 
'Oh, great,' (showing the pass to his colleague) 'I only have to charge you after Clapham. Enjoy 
yourself Luv .' 
     Leaving the platform at Waterloo, the first thing I saw was the 'Gamesmakers' workstation, with  
infopoint, web connection, maps and a friendly greeting.   Wendy soon joined me and we set off for 
Greenwich, pink Paralympics signs at every turn and Gamesmakers pointing the way with big pink 
foam rubber hands. 
     Plenty of help at the stations on the way and the route through Greenwich lined with Games-
makers to keep us and the traffic apart (by now there were hundreds of us). 
The queuing and the security checks all became part of the fun, with the younger Gamesmakers 
(all destined for Performing Arts schools, I think) turning us into a disciplined chorus/Mexican wave 
group. 
     Ten minutes before our first event started, the commentator explained that Para-Dressage is 
made up of four levels, Level 1 being for the riders with the greatest impairment, Level 4 for those 
with the least. We started with a Level 1b Freestyle class, with the set elements choreographed and 
music chosen by the rider. We were instructed NOT to applaud while the athletes were on the field 
of play, to wait until the horses had been re-united with their handlers, in case we spooked them     
(we could wave however, the International sign for applause). 
     The first horse and rider were announced, she signalled for her music to begin and we were off.  
For horse fans like Wendy and me, the grace of the movements and the bond between horse and 
rider are irresistible, we tried to be matter of fact about it all, but inside we were totally taken up with 
it all. 
     People move into Para-riding for lots of reasons,  after accidents,   illness,   as therapy for  
congenital conditions, and increasingly as in all Para disciplines, as a result of violence.  
     Next day we saw Levels 2, 4 and lastly 1a, for riders with the greatest impairments. They say a 
test of doing something difficult really well is to make it look easy.    With some of the riders, it was 
difficult to discern their impairment, so skilled were they in controlling their horse through the     
combination of moves in their test. Some needed particular help, a visually impaired athlete had a 
helper in the centre of the arena providing a regular sound so she could navigate her path. Another 
had verbal instruction, since her brain injury made memorising the whole test impossible. 
     So, the scores were in, and 'Hooray', in the last class GB got the Individual Gold (the first). This 
was especially happy for Wendy, who had been a volunteer at the Athens Paralympics and had got 
to know several of the riders, including Gold Medal winner Sophie Christianson, who has overcome 
severe cerebral palsy. 
    The Medal Award Ceremony was extremely emotional. As the athletes made their way up the 
ramps to the podium, the full extent of the challenges they have each overcome becoming  
apparent.      This was even more obvious when the team medals were awarded, when a motley 
assortment of scooters, wheelchairs and escorted athletes made their way round the arena and on-
to the podium.  Unmounted, with their horses led in by the grooms standing by them, the achieve-
ments of the riders, in the physical control of their own bodies and their horses, and the grace and 
beauty of their performance, showed that every one of them deserved the title 'elite  
athlete'.    Hardly a dry eye in the house. 
The Paralympic logo is made up of three 'agitos' (Latin for I move) round a single point, signifying 
movement. The Paralympic principles are:- 
 

Courage, Determination, Inspiration, Equality..........YES............. 
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Kenn in Bloom 
 
Caroline began the ball rolling a couple of years ago with swapping seedlings and exchanging produce.  Now seems 
like a really good time to take the next step, and to bring some order to the chaos. 
 
The thinking is simply this - that those of us who grow things are probably especially good at one or two things.   
We perhaps grow far too many of those things, or are brilliant at taking cuttings.  We might have a harvest of so much 
of those things that we feel the need for a house extension... 
 
Some of us have greenhouses which we fill with thousands of seedlings which then damp off because we can’t fit the 
wretched plants in the garden.  Some of us have tomato plants (and then tomatoes) which we might happily swap for 
quinces (yes, please) or roses, or marrows or apples...  And some of us have subscriptions to magazines which have 
offers that we could publicise to our fellow villagers. 

 
Last, but not least, the Altar Guild would love to be in a position to source flowers for the church from village gardens. 
 
We think that many of us could swap seedlings, plants, cuttings, knowledge; we could lend and borrow equipment 
and books; we can share the glut (if we ever start getting seasons again...) and commiserate when there’s a dearth. 
 
So -  We have applied for membership of the Suttons Gardening Club Discount scheme and will be approved (we 
hope!) during October.  Now all we need to do is get together and organise ourselves (into a disorganised, loose  
affiliation, which probably does as much talking as doing and as much drinking as digging.  This is meant to be  
sociable as well as horticultural).  We envisage meeting up every six or eight weeks, in each others gardens and at 
the village hall.    
 We would also love to end up in a position to have our own produce show.  Our sister villages manage it - we just 
have to put our minds to it! 
 
As soon as we have all the literature from Suttons, we’ll distribute it, and, in true village style, call a meeting!!  
 

The Gardening Group 

          

THE VILLAGE MARKET 
September  we were without our pork and 
mini market but they will be with us again next 
time. 
   
We thank Mary and Beryl for providing the  
refreshments. The money raised from this 
went to the Alzheimer Society, this was the 
admirable amount of £50. 
 
We rely on volunteers to run the coffee and 
cakes side of the Market so if you would like 
to       offer your services please tell Grace or 
Joyce. 
 

The next Market will be on   
OCTOBER  13th 

10.00am - 12 noon 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS                                                                                     ISSUE 290 OCTOBER 2012

8 

 
 

THE TEAM OF YATTON MOOR 
SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 2012 

 
 
1st Sunday  7th October THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  

 YATTON HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Kenn  
9.30 am  Holy Communion at Cleeve  
9.30am  Harvest Family Communion at Yatton   
11.00am First Sunday Special at Claverham  
11.00am  Family Service at Kingston Seymour   
2.30pm Holy Matrimony at Kingston ~ Paul Lowe & Rebecca York  
6.00pm  Harvest Evensong at Yatton 
 
 
2nd Sunday  14th October  - THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  
      COMMITMENT SUNDAY - when  your Commitment Cards will be presented at The Altar 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton  
9.30am Parish Communion at Yatton   
9.30am Holy Communion at Claverham  
11.00am Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11.00am  Holy Communion at Kenn - bring your Commitment Card if not  sent off already. 
6:00pm  Evensong at Kingston Seymour 
 
 
3rd Wednesday  17th October 
11.00am     Holy Communion at Kenn  
 
 
3rd Sunday  21st  October - THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Claverham  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton    
9.30am  Parish Communion at Cleeve  
11.00am  Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour  
6.00pm  Evensong at Kenn   
6.00pm  Deanery Choral Evensong – St Andrew’s Backwell  
 
 
4th Sunday  28th  October - THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  
 CLEEVE HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour 
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton  
11.00am  Harvest Family Festival at Cleeve  
11.00am  Family Service at Kenn  
6.00pm  Ecumenical Evensong at Yatton  
6.30pm Holy Communion at Claverham  
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Bird News 
  
Thanks to Margaret for the splendid picture of the Sparrowhawk last month - notice its large 
eye and long thin legs "like knitting needles". 
 
Juliet Stowell reported a Little Owl regularly seen and heard and the Little Owl box at Manor 
Farm shows signs of occupation. 
 
Hartley Staples reported seeing a Hobby at Claverham on three occasions, and further  
exploration by YACWAG members produced three more sightings and quite a lot of           
calling.  Hobbies are not generally very vocal except when they have young, so we hope that 
the calling indicates that there were young birds around.  The Hobbies will soon be on their 
way to Africa; both Bryan Thompson and John Croxton saw single birds from their gardens 
mid-month.      There was successful nesting in the Tickenham area but next summer we 
hope to watch the Claverham area at the appropriate time to see if we can establish local 
breeding.  Hobbies are believed to hunt up to 6km from their nest which gives a potential 
hunting range of about 120 square km or over 40 square miles - no wonder they are difficult to 
find! 
 
Swallows and House Martins seem to have enjoyed a good year with plenty of late nests     
reported. 
 
A Kingfisher was on Little River, Kenn Moor and a few Wheatears with the odd Whinchat were 
moving along the sea wall. 
 
The desperately wet state of the moor fields was at least appreciated by returning Snipe  
(if no one or nothing else!) - seven were on YACWAG's Kenn Moor reserve on the 21st along 
with two Whinchats, feeding up before heading on south. 
  
Trevor Riddle  01934 835208  

 

What’s on in Kenn in October 

 

Monday 1st October - KVH - Parish Council - 7.30pm 

Wednesday 3rd October - KVH - Quiz Night - 7.30 for 7.45pm 

Tuesday 9th October - Moorend Spout, Nailsea - Village Lunch - 12 for 12.30pm 

Wednesday 10th October - KVH - Kenn W.I. 7.30pm 

Thursday 11th October  - Little Harp, Clevedon - Altar Guild Supper 7.00pm 

Saturday 13th October - KVH - Village Market and Coffee Morning 10-12noon 

Wednesday 17th October - Quercus - Ladies First - 8.00pm 

Saturday 27th October - Church Room - Charity Coffee Morning - 10.00am-12noon 

Saturday 27th October - KVH - Bop Till You Drop - 8.00pm till midnight 
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ARNEY, John         
 

Marlene, Nicholas, Julian and families are enormously grateful for the tremendous number of expressions of 

sympathy received since John's death.       

 

We thank all who attended the Thanksgiving Service and those friends and neighbours who have provided 

such support and comfort.      A special 'thank you' to the Rev. Avril Gaunt for her undivided attention.     

 

To date donations amounting to approximately £1,400 have been received which will be forwarded to Bristol 

Oncology.   

John Arney - 11th October 1937 - 11th August 2012 
 
St John’s Kenn was filled to overflowing with family, friends and  
neighbours on Wednesday 29th August for the Thanksgiving service  
for the life of William John Arney. 
 
Villagers will remember with joy and great thanks the generosity of  
John and Marlene on so many occasions when the opened their  
home, The Willows, for summer Cream Teas and pre-Christmas Punch  
and Mince Pie Mornings. 
 
What a wonderful selection of Christmas Trees, decorations, raffle prizes, and  such a warm  
welcome.    
 
The service was conducted  by the Revd. Avril Gaunt, Robert Rideout played the organ and thanks 
to the sound system the large number of people sheltering under the gazebo outside the church 
were able to hear the whole service., in spite of the thunder and lightning. 
 
The service was followed by a gathering at Kenn Village Hall where we were surrounded by  
photographs of John and family showing many aspects of his very active life.  
 
 

John Arney - the tribute given by his son Nicholas 
 
John will you come and sit down and eat your lunch and leave those damn clocks alone!  
 
This was the regular pre-meal entertainment at any family meal over the last fifteen years at least as my 
father strove for perfection with any time-piece in the house – they just had to strike simultaneously for him 
to be truly comfortable.  Most of the time they didn’t even strike the right hour! 
 
This striving for perfection, sometimes bordering on obsession, was one of the endearing qualities of Dad 
and many of the lovely cards which the family has received, and there have been over one hundred and 
fifty, have spoken of John as being a “gentle gentleman”, a lovely man and many other glowing tributes – 
for which we are all very grateful.  
 
And while I am here today to talk about my own memories of some of these qualities,   I should, for the   
record and in the interests of balance, mention the effects of the “Arney gene” and mention, briefly, the 
stubbornness, the pedantry, the always having an opinion and the never being wrong – traits I recognise 
partly because Dad had them but mainly because he has passed them on to me and Julian and we have 
passed on to the next generation. 
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Dad grew up on the farm with his three brothers and was always ready to remind us how hard he had to 
work when he was growing up and how we had it lucky.     
My personal memories go back to the late 1960s and from then on are dominated by sport, watching or play-
ing. Whether it be my early memories of Dad playing at Left-back for Tickenham United, particularly in the 
match where he had received a surprising recall by the reserve team towards the end of his career.   
I remember vividly him having a shot from the half-way line – much to my surprise it was on target too.   
From football his activities turned to concentrate on the Old Time Formation team which Mum and Dad 
joined in the late 1960s. Julian and I spent far too many Sunday mornings supposedly watching the team 
practice.       I know that the formation team was a very proud time for Mum and Dad and five consecutive 
British Championships from 1976 was rightly something to be very proud of and an everlasting record of how 
good the team were.  The remaining tapes and discs of some of their successes on Come Dancing are 
treasured at home. 
Much of the time since the mid 1970s was been spent taking Julian and I to see or play sport and latterly us 
taking him.  My first visit to White Hart Lane in 1972, when we missed the train home, Somerset’s 1979 
Gilette Cup semi-final at Lords when there were near to 20,000 Somerset fans in – and we caught the wrong 
train home.  For Somerset’s first trophy we were there, for their last Lords final win, we were there and for 
their last trophy we were there.  Playing rugby in the streets of Paris after a 31-13 win versus the French, the 
1991 Rugby World Cup final, Viv Richards taking 34 off a David Graveney over, the epic two run semi final 
win against Essex – we were there for all of them. 
Dad was also very proud of what we achieved, often turning up to watch me play cricket – and tell me what I 
had done wrong when I got out.  He did often inspire me to concentrate more though.   
One particular Clevedon six-a-side day he seemed to do my celebrating for me too as he welcomed me off 
the pitch at the end of the final with a particularly    sizeable beer-fuelled hug. 
Then came golf, the latter years’ competitive sport. Dad and his sidekick Pete against me and Pete’s son 
Dale as many Friday afternoons as we could manage, losers to receive the Silver Rabbit trophy that still 
proudly stands in the house.   I don’t remember them ever beating us actually but the competition was  
always intense and great fun. 
The most memorable golf day though was the inaugural Walton Park Hotel team event held at Tall Pines 
Golf Club.  Dad, Pete and I were joined by Dad’s brother Dennis and as we strode down the first tee towards 
our drives the Red Arrows passed straight over our heads.  There was no way we were losing after that – we 
won and we celebrated in style. 
Dad worked at Ampep in Clevedon for many years up until his retirement in 1999.  He was very proud of 
what he achieved there even though he had been looking forward to retiring and playing more golf.      
Sadly though, not long before his retirement, Pete passed away and Dad’s life changed in a big way.   
His side-kick was no longer there to spur him on and he did miss that driving spirit.  
Pete will be waiting for him at the gates I am sure, clubs in hand. 
The pride dad had in the achievements of Julian and I continued only until 1996 when the first grand-child, 
Katherine was born.       From that moment it was all about the grandchildren with his time split between  
Katherine, Lauren, Daniel and Tom.  He was never an adult or a person of responsibility to them, he was a 
friend, a playmate and they loved every second, even if his catchphrases and silly songs sometimes drove 
them to distraction.     “Why does Grandad always sing Happy Birthday to us even when we don’t want him 
to?” was an early question asked. 
And the influence of Penny and Jane, the daughters-in-law was an interesting one.  If Mum ever suggested 
anything to Dad he would often have the opposite view, if Mum got Penny or Jane to suggest it, it would be 
the greatest idea ever.                  Mum got used to that tactic over the years. 
Outside the immediate family my friends always commented on how lucky I was to have so many parties at 
the house as I grew up and how you needed to prepare yourself for the first sip of any Gin and Tonic Dad 
poured with his preference for the mix to be 90% gin.  
In recent years the body had started to give up although the mind was still intact.  Still able to get wound up 
enough to shout at the TV, usually politicians, complain about the complexity of the county cricket fixture list 
and despair that all football didn’t kick off at 3 o’clock on a Saturday.        Our last shared football match was 
a Clevedon Town away FA Cup victory at Guildford City a couple of years ago and sadly the last Somerset 
match was a final defeat against Warwickshire almost exactly two years ago. 
In the last year or so Dad had not ventured too far as the body gradually gave up.   

The last weekend the family were all together, some four weeks ago I only caught him walking around the 

house once – he was fiddling about with the clocks – of course. 
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Down on the Farm 
 
These notes are being written in the first week of September. We are having a glorious spell of sunny weath-
er. A few people are trying to salvage some hay which they have cut on fields that were previously flooded. 
But there is still a lot of land around Yatton and Tickenham which will probably be no use until next year. 
 
I’m privileged today to have been taken out for a ride around the local area. I am amazed at the lush and 
green countryside, except for that which has been flooded. The fields are full of luxurious grass growth and 
the cattle are beginning to benefit from it. They haven’t had an easy summer this year, due to continuous 
heavy rain. It is hoped they will improve in condition back to where they should be at this time of year.  
 
By contrast, as everyone knows we have had a very wet summer; a friend of mine has just come back from a 
holiday in Hungary, where I am told that conditions there are absolutely the opposite. Everything there is 
burnt up in continuing, very hot weather.     I wonder how farmers there keep their animals alive when all 
vegetation is burnt to a cinder.    As readers probably know, there are drought conditions in many parts of 
the world, especially in many of the corn growing areas in Russia.   The yields of corn from these areas are 
going to be very poor, with grain shrivelled and not the proper weight that it should be.   This has already 
affected cattle feed in this country.  I hear that cow ‘cake,’ pig and poultry food has leapt in price by £20 per 
tonne this week!  With another review at the beginning of October.   What an expensive winter!      Farmers 
using large amounts of ‘bought in’ feed are going to face a very difficult winter.     Quite a few farmers are 
selling up all their stock, many of them hoping to start again in the spring. When the grass grows again. 
 
Farmers who keep large amounts of poultry, pigs and cows have got no way out of buying this expensive 
food. It is hoped that the stock and food they produce will rise in price to compensate. Some farmers who 
grow beef cattle for meat are still very confident in the future. According to the prices they are willing to pay 
for young store cattle for further fattening.   This indicates that there is a shortage country wide of young 
beef cattle.  
 
If this fine weather lasts it is hoped that the land will  
become dry enough to harvest crops like potatoes, 
which at one time looked as if they would be aban-
doned. I have just looked at our apple orchard for the 
first time this year.     There is a very light crop of apples 
of all sorts, some of the fruit on the cider apple trees are 
half the size of normal. Whether they will get a chance 
to fill out and grow depends if the weather gets warmer, 
with plenty of sunshine.    In fact this is not a good year 

Alfie Watts 
 
Mrs Jean Watts has written to thank the people 
of Kenn for the lovely memoriam.  They were 
married for 62 years and he loved Kenn,  visiting 
frequently. 
 
His ashes are now interred in his parents grave 
at Kenn Churchyard. 
 

Church Room Coffee Mornings 
Iris Callow has received a thank you letter 
from the Cystic Fibrosis Trust for the £65.00 
which was raised at the Coffee Morning  held 
in August. 
 
These Coffee Morning are held on the 4th  
Saturday each month - the Charity chosen by 
the hosts. 
November’s hosts will be Jean Fenwick & 
Margaret Ball - CHRISTMAS PARTY FUND 
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When the Air Circus Came to Kenn 
 
In about 1934 Cobham’s Air Circus approached Mr Frank Dyer to see if they could hire the field, The Park, 
opposite the farm at Kenn Court to put on an air show. There were very few people who had seen an  aero-
plane close up. Some people had never seen one at all.  
 
Mr Dyer agreed so the sides of the fields facing the road were covered in canvas sheeting so that nothing 
inside was visible from the road. 
 
I forget how many light aircraft they brought, but if you paid you could go in and inspect the planes. Some of 
the more adventurous people in Kenn were brave enough to pay for a flight which took them out over the 
channel, which cost 10 shillings.  
 
I can remember among those that took a flight were my father Victor Naish, Jack Eglington, who worked at 
Stonehouse Farm at the time, Mr William Bye, of Kenn Pier Farm and a young lad that worked for him, who I 
think was named Kenneth Andrews.   
 
Another young man from Kenn, who I won’t name, was so enthralled with it that he spent all of his life sav-
ings, £5, on trips. 
 
You could also watch parachute jumping displays. I remember one parachute got off course and landed in 
our orchard behind Stonehouse Farm.  
 
Several young boys from Clevedon who didn’t have enough money to pay the entrance fee tried to find a 
space under the canvas to have a peek through.  I can’t remember how much the entrance fee was to go in 
to the field.  
Lots of people arrived in Kenn to watch this display, Kenn was famous for two days, perhaps more!   
 

Un-

fortunately I was too young to be allowed on a flight. I 
can’t remember where Mr Dyer kept his milking cows 
that normally lived in The Park during the display. 
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KENN W.I. 
 

Members and visitors of the Kenn W.I. met again in Sep-
tember to hear Alan Mildren give us a talk entitled Heav-
en on Lundy.   
 
As well as giving us a history of the Heaven family’s   
ownership of Lundy and its subsequent  passing to the 
National Trust he showed us some stunning film of the 
underwater creatures that inhabit the seas around the  
island.  Because of the currents in that part of the Bristol 

Channel there are two distinct ecologies which has led the government to declare the waters a   
special Marine Conservation Area.  The colours of the sea anemones (which are animals by the 
way) were beautiful and the water was amazingly clear.  He was warmly thanked. 
 
The Birthday lunch is to be held in the Village Hall again this year on Wednesday October 17

th
 and 

we are delighted that Cheryl will be well enough to oversee the catering arrangements for us. 
 
At the October meeting Mrs. Jo Jeffery will be giving a talk entitled Tea for Two.  Any visitors will be 
very welcome, the date is October 10

th
 at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Ann Holtham 
 
 

FASHION SHOW 
 
The Fashion Show given by Edinburgh Woollen Mill was a resounding success and members of the 
W.I. thank all those people who supported them.  We were able to send the princely sum of £325 to 
the Friends of the Bristol Haematology and Oncology Centre.  So many of us have reason to be 
grateful for the help and treatment they have provided either for ourselves or those we love.  As one 
of our members said, “If it was not for them I would not be here” 
 
Mrs. Liz Pritchard is coming to tell us about their work and latest appeal in 2013.  If you would like to 
hear about it then keep an eye on these pages. 
 
Ann Holtham 

 
 
 
 

Ladies First Chat Group. 
 
We reconvened in the Drum and Monkey after the 
summer break, just as the Paperazzi Pix of Kate 
(nee Middleton) hit the headlines.  
Personal privacy/free press was our starting point 
but as usual we digressed, surprise  
surprise. Please join us if you would like to discuss 
something about which you feel passionate.  
The next meeting will be at Quercus, Kenn St, 8pm, 
Wednesday 17th October.     
                       Julia Bush 

Congratulations 
 

We send our congratulations to Anna  

Edwards of Duck Lane who won the Grand 

Prix at The Mill Street International Horse 

Show in Ireland recently. 

 

Well done Anna and congratulations to her 

proud parents Sue and Steve, 

 
 

 Juliet and Clare at New House Farm 
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Neighbourhood Watch -   received from Colin Bedford 

 
RINGMASTER COMMUNITY MESSAGING - NORTH SOMERSET - JN1267] 

 
Hello this is Pen Gatenby from Nailsea Police station.  

 
This message is for anyone who uses the "Message in a  
Bottle" service. These bottles are to be stored in your 
fridge and green crosses to be displayed on the fridge and 
by the front door. The idea is that in the event of the 
emergency services having to visit you, then they have the 
correct information about your medication to hand. 
PLEASE KEEP THIS INFORMATION UP TO DATE. 

 
 
Very recently an ambulance crew attended the home of an elderly person who had the message 
in a bottle and the ambulance crew immediately located it.  
Unfortunately all the information was seriously out of date.      
             Thank you 
 
If you have information about any crime, phone the police on 101 or you can call  
anonymously to the independent charity CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111.  For general information 
about Neighbourhood Watch nationally see the www.ourwatch.org.uk website. 

Kingston and Kenn Kombine Olympikkks 2nd September 

  

Dreamed up by John Ball, and inspired by the Victorian 'Cotwold Olympicks', this year's 

fundraiser for the Yatton Moor General Fund was held in and around Kenn Village Hall on a 

mild, cloudy but thankfully dry afternoon.  

 

About 50 children appeared from everywhere and spent the afternoon hopping, skipping, 

jumping and racing under the competent  care of Colin Bedford. All athletes got a medal, 

and most ate them straight away.      The adults enjoyed a mellow afternoon, availing 

themselves of a drink from the bar or a cream tea, 'Thank you' ladies and gentlemen of 

Kingston, very impressive. Seamlessly, teas gave way to the barbecue, 'Thank you' Kenn 

crew, and more enjoyment. 

 

Rev Ian Hubbard , who spent the afternoon here with his family said 'It's like turning the 

clock back 30 years, everyone's having a lovely time with each other with no pressure.' 

Lovely, and to round it all off , £880 + was raised for the General Fund - and £200 for St 

Peter’s Hospice on the Tombola.        Julia Bush 

 

PS Free to good homes.....A large number of white bread rolls, from the above event, now 

in my freezer. If you have an event/party etc, come and help yourself 01275 873554 

Also, found in a bag of jam jars, three large, brand new Kilner jars. If you could use them, 

just call me. 

http://www.ourwatch.org.uk
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