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BIRTHDAYS - JANUARY  

  

2
nd

 Olivia Court  

 8
th

 Cliff Edwards   

11
th

 George Noad 

13
th

 Abigail Smith 

14
th

 Rebecca Brain 

15
th

 James Hayzen 

16
th

 Fred Fenwick     

26
th

 Elijah Stowell 

30
th

 Mike Smith 
 

 
Naish’s notes 

 
Best wishes to everyone for the 

New Year and thanks to 
everyone who has helped to 
make Kenn such a fun place in 

2006. 
 
Special thanks to Hazel Stowell 

and Heather Jenkins for the fab 
party with ‘Jusould’. What a 

brilliant night and they made a 
profit of £750 for the Bristol 
Oncology unit. 

 
What with that, the Arney’s 

Coffee Morning, and all the 
parties it has been a wonderful 
Christmas. 

 
Sheila 

 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST, KENN 

 

St. John’s Altar Guild January Rota 

 

Mrs M. Willcox and Mrs. J. Staples 

 
Very many thanks go to the people 

who decorated the church so 

beautifully for the Christmas 

Celebrations, it looked wonderful. 

Also, many thanks to the very 

generous parishioner who donated the 

money for the purchase of the fine 

Christmas Tree used in the church 

decorations. 

 
 

Plough Sunday 
 

The family service on 28th 
January will take the form of 
the Annual Plough Sunday 

service, when a plough and 
other farming equipment will be 
brought into the church. 

 
This is a very ancient custom, 

which has been revived in Kenn 
Church over recent years and 
has proved very popular. 

 
J.B. and R.V.N. 
 

 
 

Coffee Morning for January 
 
John and Grace will host the 

monthly Coffee Morning in the  
Church Room, on Saturday 20th 

January, ten 'til noon and the 
charity will be the Children’s 
Hospice – see you there!  
 
 

 
 

 

The Service of Lessons and Carols 

 

The Service of Carols and Lessons 

held on the 17
th

 December was a great 

success.  There were ten readers, the 

choir did a great job singing three less 

well known carols as anthems.  We 

were extremely grateful to members of 

Kingston choir who joined us for the 

service.   

 

There was a large congregation 

present, a wonderful start to the 

Christmas Celebrations. 
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Kenn Crib Service.  

A great and mighty wonder. 
 

When Celia asked Sunday Club 
members for ideas to be 
included in this year's Nativity 

Play, rabbits featured very 
strongly, and accordingly one 
became an impromptu witness 

to the events of the first 
Christmas and the first 

Epiphany.  
 
There were more rehearsals 

than usual, so thanks to all the 
parents who managed to get 
children to them during a busy 

week.  
 

Thanking people by name here 
is a dangerous sport, so I will 
just say 'Well done' to everyone 

who helped with the 
production, costumes, cleaning 

up the tinsel on the carpet after 
practices, moving props, finding 
things from their hiding places 

since last year, putting the 
heating on, and general 
prompting etc. 

 
Scroll forward to the day. 

Everyone arrived at a warm 
church, in costume, in good 
time.  

 
Then the congregation started 

coming....and coming.. and 
coming. The pews filled up, odd 
corners were filled, stuff was 

hastily piled up in the corners 
of the back pews so more 
people could have a seat.  

 
Eventually 116 souls including 

(several) babes in arms watched 

that age-old story unfold , the 
largest gathering since 1994.  

 
 

Once more the wonder of it all 
shone through. I suspect I 
wasn't the only one who had to 

stifle the odd tear, and felt that 
Christmas had really started.  
 

Thank you Celia and well done 
everyone in the cast.  

 
Julia Bush  
 

PS  I will just thank Mary and 
David Holmes for supporting us 

once again 
  
 

Christmas Day Communion 
  
In contrast to the above, the 

Christmas Morning service was 
quiet and quite intimate, the 

kind of gathering that happens 
so well in the small space in St 
John's. Thank you John for 

being there for us,  
 
Julia Bush. 
 

Children’s Party 19
th

 December 

 

Santa Claus was a welcome visitor to 

Kenn at the annual Children’s Party 

along with lots of children.  

 

The children were entertained by 

Uncle Brian and his helper with a 

Puppet Show, Games and Dancing. 

 

A super tea was provided by mums, 

grandparents and helpers and a great 

time was had by all. 

 

 

Thought 
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Someday is not a day of the week 

 

 

 

Carols Round the Tree 

 

A crowd of about 90 Kennites gathered 

round the HUGE Christmas tree on the 

Village Green to see the official switch 

on.  

 

This year we had a countdown and 

miraculously the lights came on at 

exactly the right time. 

 

As usual we then gathered round the 

end of Church Path to sing a selection 

of Carols.  

 

This year we were very privileged to 

have a wonderful brass band to 

accompany our singing. The group, all 

from Duck Lane, consisted of Andy, 

Christopher and Jonathon Hicks (what 

a talented family!), Clive Golding Ellis 

and Paul Blackmore Squires.  

 

They really made a wonderful addition 

to what has become the annual start of 

Christmas in Kenn. The singing as 

usual was hearty and enthusiastic, 

increasing in volume as the punch and 

mince pies were served. 

 

Thanks to all the people who helped, 

especially the crew who erected the 

massive tree. I only wish I had been 

there while John, Bill, Hartley, Hazel 

and Marianna manhandled the tree into 

its final resting place, it sounds to have 

been hilarious.  

 

 

Thanks also to John and Margaret for 

adding the lights and Rob for arranging 

the delivery of the tree. 

 

During the proceedings we took a 

collection for The Children’s Society 

which amounted to £92.35. 

 

Robin Mackay 

 

Typist’s note – Thanks to Robin and 

Marianna for the Punch and to Mike and 

Kelly at The Drum for the Mince Pies. 

Also thanks to Mike for the Crackers, 

Pigs in Blankets, Punch and more Mince 

Pies for our various parties. 
 

The Christmas Lunch 

 
I was one of sixteen elderly Kenn 

villagers (I’m sure they won’t mind me 

saying that) who sat down to the 

Christmas Lunch. 

 

We were served a really four star 

Christmas Lunch by some really 

four star people. 

 

A lot of time and effort must have 

been needed to bring such a meal 

to table, all served in order and 

piping hot. 

 
For this and all their other 

kindnesses, our hosts were warmly 

thanked, and the sixteen said 

villagers, now happy and 

contented, chatted for a while and 

then went home. 

 

It was a very nice afternoon for all 

and we thank them all again. 

 

Cliff Edwards 

 

Senior Residents Party 
 
83 senior residents and people 
with associations in the village, 
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including former residents, were 
entertained to afternoon tea in 
the village hall early in 
December. 
 
Everyone, including the many 
helpers, had a great afternoon, 
enjoying a splendid tea, 
followed by Carol Singing and 
other entertainment.  The 
Reverend Wendy Mitchell 
accompanied the singing with 
her violin. 
 
There was a free draw with 
many prizes and each guest 
was given a Christmas present 
before leaving. 
 
We were very fortunate that Mrs 
Gladys Griffin was able to 
attend at the advanced age of 
104.  Mrs. Griffin had the 
chance to meet up with many 
old friends who were very 
pleased to see her. 
 
The Party Committee get great 
pleasure from organising this 
annual party.  There is a 
wonderful community spirit alive 
in this village at the present 
time for those who are prepared 
to join in.  The children, young 

people and those who are not 
so young have all been catered 
for recently.  The Hall had been 
beautifully decorated for these 
events. 
 
R.V.N. 
 
Thank you 

 

I would like to thank all the customers 

of the Drum and Monkey and the 

people of Kenn Village for their 

kindness, messages of sympathy and 

their very generous donations given to 

me on the sad loss of George. 

 

Thank you all from my heart, it was 

greatly appreciated. 

 

A special thank you to Hazel, Michael 

and Kelly. 

 

Aisa 

 

 

Thought! 

Better to ask twice  

Than to lose your way once 

 

 

New Year’s Day 

 
First footing, letting in the New Year.  

The Scots have their own customs for 

greeting and toasting the first day of 

the year, but all over the rest of the 

British Isles, the New Year should be 

greeted by a tall dark stranger, who 

should enter the house with gifts 

symbolic of food, drink and warmth, 

and then pass right through the house. 

 

If the first-foot is a dark man, then the 

household will have good fortune for 

the rest of the coming year, but, if on 
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the other hand, the first person to pass 

over the threshold is fair, or female, 

dark or fair, then ill fortune will 

follow. 

 

If a bough of mistletoe is given to the 

first cow to calve after New Year’s 

Day, the rest of the herd will be 

safeguarded from ill luck for the rest of 

the year. 

 

Hartley Staples 

 

It’s January – and what must 

we do? 

 

F ind the flies! 

L ook in the loft! 

I nspect the outhouse! 

E xamine the barn! 

S uck ‘em up in the vacuum! 
 

And the prize for finding them? –  

A ‘plague-free’ summer. 
 

 

 

 

Parish Council Notes 

 

It was a very moving occasion 

when the Christmas Tree lights 

were officially switched on on 

Saturday 16th December.  The 

weather was perfect for such an 

occasion and it was wonderful to 

have the trumpeters to lead the 

carol singing.  A great many 

people tore themselves away 

from Strictly Come Dancing to 

sing, eat mince pies, drink punch 

and chat to their neighbours.   

 

Our thanks go to Robin and 

Marianna for their hospitality 

and to John G. John B, Bill P. and 

Hartley for seeing to the tree. 

 

There are glad tidings about the 

Portishead Recycling Centre.  It 

was due to re-open on Monday 

18th December at 8.00am.  It will 

be great to have the facility in 

use again.  As a bonus there will 

shortly be a plastic recycling 

bank where we hall be able to get 

rid of all our plastic bottles.  The 

winter opening times are 8am to 

4.30pm daily.  Closed on 25th and 

26th December and 1st January. 

 

The next Parish Council meeting 

will be held on Monday 12th 

February 2007 

 

Ann Holtham, 

Clerk to the Council 
 
 

 

 

End of year message from the 

Parish Council 

 

Now is the time when it is good 

to reflect on the twelve months 

past and express our appreciation 

for our village live, to everyone 

who contributes in any way big or 

small, to making Kenn such a very 

special place in which to live: we 

are indeed blessed. 

 

We have enjoyed all our various 

events, which seem to get better 
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each year, at which you get the 

feeling everyone is having a great 

time and enjoying neighbourly 

contact. 

 

Most events have raised a goodly 

amount of money, some 

remarkable amounts, for Church 

and Hall plus other charities. 

 

Mike and Kelly at “The Drum” 

have again achieved great results 

with their events and generously 

supported all fund raisers in the 

village.  Thank you both. 

 

Our monthly lunch at “The Drum” 

is as popular as ever, between 25 

and 35 of us enjoying the three 

Gs, Good welcome, Good food and 

Good company. 

 

Kenn News and Views just gets 

better, to all of you involved a 

huge Thank You. 

 

Our Church continues to occupy 

that important and special place 

at the heart of our community 

week by week, upholding our 

Christian faith and providing the 

rites of passage for us Kenn folk, 

as it has for hundreds of years.  

With enthusiastic support from a 

lively congregation and their 

officers, John and Cecilia guide, 

inspire and lead in the life of St. 

John’s and involve themselves in 

village life in any way they are 

able, all of which is much 

appreciated. 

 

The Hall committee maintain and 

plan a new entrance scheme to 

improve this vital and much used 

facility. 

 

The Flag on the Green often flies 

for happy events, but sometimes 

at half mast to note a village loss, 

some of which this year have 

been very sad. 

 

Around Christmas we show 

especially how se value and care 

for both our senior group and 

children with the tea party and 

luncheon, plus children’s party in 

Christmas week. 

 

We wonder how we managed 

without our New Room and its so 

useful facilities. 

 

Bit by bit we make improvements 

to our village.  Next year should 

see more daffodils in the grass 

verges.  New this year the 

Church Floodlighting, see item 

elsewhere in the N & V. 

 

Twice this year we have 

collected, by hand picking, the 

rubbish from the verges and road 

sides. 

 

To maintain village life of this 

quality requires the energy, 

enterprise and commitment of a 

considerable band of workers, we 

know they are a happy band who 

are always pleased to welcome 
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new volunteers and ideas. To you 

all we say, once again a big Thank 

you. 

 

We, the Parish Council, supported 

and guided by our exceptionally 

dedicated clerk Ann, try our best 

to do our duty to the village. 

 

We end with New Year Best 

Wishes to everyone and look 

forward to the year ahead with 

shared good times. 

 

John Griffin, 

Chairman of Kenn Parish Council 

 
Thank You 

 

Thank you so much to Judith Locke 

(florist) for donating new baubles for 

the Christmas Tree in the church for 

next year. 

 
The Christmas Tea Party 

 

As I sat down in the Village Hall 

with friends and neighbours at the 

Christmas Tea Party and saw all 

the other friends and neighbours 

meeting and chatting together, I 

thought how lucky we all were to 

live in, or be part of, a village 

environment.  And not just any old 

village.  It’s Kenn! 

 

To all those present at the party 

and many, many others, Kenn, is a 

very special place.  One of the 

reasons that it is special is because 

it has some very special people.  So 

it is to these special people, that on 

behalf of all those at the party, we 

say a very sincere Thank You. 

 

We hope you all had a lovely 

Christmas and have a Happy and 

Lucky New Year. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Cliff Edwards 

 
Success for Two Village Young 
People. 
 
Congratulations are in order for 
two of our village young people. 
 
Richard Jaehme, who has 
successfully battled with injuries 
sustained last year when he fell 
from rocks in Ladye Bay and 
suffered serious damage to both 
feet and ankles, has this summer 
attained a First Class Honours B.A.  
 
 
Degree in outdoor sports 
management. 
 
His brother Christopher, has, at the 
same time, completed a B. Tech 
Diploma in Business Studies, 
gaining three distinctions (the 
equivalent of 3A* A levels) and 
hopes to go to Reading University 
next October to study for a degree 
in Business Studies. 
 
Liz and Martin Jaehme are 
naturally very proud of them both. 
 
Brian Cook. 

 

TABLE TENNIS 
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Come and play Table Tennis at 
the Clevedon Community 
Centre in Princes Road. 
 
The emphasis is on social 
relaxation and at the same time 
taking some light exercise, which, 
at this time of year, could be very 
beneficial. 
 
We meet every Monday and 
Thursday afternoon from 2.00pm 
to 5.00pm throughout the year. 
 
Telephone Colin (Cooper) 872221 
or pop in for a chat whenever you 
are in the vicinity of “Ilexmead”. 
 

 

 

Thanks 
 
Very many thanks to Len Summerell 
who overhauled and repaired the 
Church vacuum cleaner, free of 
charge. 
 
 

Pies and Punch at The Willow 

16th December 

How nice it was to see so many 

villagers and visitors from Clevedon 

at our 'Punch & Pies' gathering at 

"The Willows".    These occasions are 

so dependent on the supporters and 

helpers, without whom the party 

would fail. 

 

Marlene and John would like to say a 

special 'thank you' to those who 

donated prizes for the raffle and 

tombola and to Lauren who did so 

well with her 'Guess the Number of 

Sweets in the Jar'.    Thanks also to 

Mike at "The Drum" for making such 

a lovely punch - every drop was 

drunk! 

  

So to the special thanks.     

 

First the sellers of tickets, then the 

checking of them on the door and 

taking peoples' money.     The charm 

and persuasion of the ladies selling 

raffle and tombola tickets - didn't 

they do well!      Last, but by no 

means least, those who served the 

drinks and provided and served the 

mince pies and sausage rolls and the 

band of helpers in the kitchen - no 

washing up left for us to do! 

  

In conclusion the amount raised, 

after a few expenses, was £550 of 

which £100 was given to Clevedon 

Ladies Evening Group charity 

"Hearing Dogs for the Deaf" and the 

balance of £450 for the Village Hall 

Funds. 

 

Well done to you all! 

 

Marlene, John and Irene 

Kenn Women’s Institute 
 

Santa paid a visit to Kenn at the 

last meeting of the W.I. and every 

member had a present from his 

sack. 

 

Hazel had designed a splendid 

bank of pigeon-holes and 

members were able to post their 

cards to their friends –  why had 

no-one ever thought of it before? 

It was a wonderful idea.  

Donations were made in lieu of 

postage to the Associated 

Country Women of the World. 

 

As is usual in December there 

was no speaker and members 

settled down to a game of 
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Beetle.  Speed of hand and eye 

was the order of the day and 

some people were much better at 

it than others.  Judging by the 

decibels it was much enjoyed.  

Homemade mince pies and the 

remains of the delicious birthday 

cake were consumed with a 

welcome cup of tea afterwards. 

 

The flower arranging evening in 

November had been very 

successful and members were 

delighted to welcome lots of 

visitors.  Kenn has been 

successful in its first dame of 

skittles in the tournament.  

Instructions for the next round 

are awaited. 

 

The next meeting will be held on 

Wednesday 10th January at 

7.30pm.  The speaker will be Mr. 

Peter Tinney on ‘School Days’.  

The competition is for a school 

photograph.  New members and 

visitors are always welcome. 

 

 

Church Flood Lighting 

 

Our readers may have noticed 

over the Christmas season, that 

on most evenings our Church 

Tower has been floodlit. 

 

These lights are a permanent 

installation and will be used as 

appropriate to highlight our 

lovely Church. 

 

We will also turn them on for 

anyone who wishes to mark a 

special occasion e.g. wedding cay, 

anniversary, birthday etc. to be 

switched on at night fall and 

turned off at 11 pm.  Cost to be 

covered by a donation, amount to 

be decided by requester, but we 

ask that this should be not less 

than five pounds.  The proceeds 

with be for Church funds as 

Yatton Moor will be paying for 

the electricity. 

 

The person to contact for a 

floodlighting is Dave Pugh of 

‘Poppins’, Kenn Street, phone no. 

874278.  Dave has kindly agreed 

to control the lights, he will also 

collect the donations and advise 

Margaret Ball, who will publish in 

our News and Views a list of the 

dates and reasons for the 

lightings. 

 

If Dave Pugh is not available, 

then ring John or Grace Griffin 

on 872948. 

 
The Not-So-Secret Diary of a One 

Year Old 
by Romilly Hatcher Wilkins 

 

So there we were, Mummy and I, 
one blustery, late November 
afternoon, having a cuppa at 
Marianna’s.  Mummy was in full 
steam.  “I can’t STAND these 
parents who don’t control their 
children, and allow them to squawk 
and shout and stick their little 
fingers everywhere” she 
pontificated sanctimoniously, 
“there’s no excuse for it, and they 
expect other people not to mind 
their little darling’s behaviour.”  



KENN NEWS & VIEWS 
Feeling she needed a hefty dose of 
reality, I delivered a sharp kick to 
her mug of cooling black coffee, 
and sent it flying across Robin and 
Marianna’s living room rug. 
 
As the rug pattern darkened, 
Mummy’s face paled.  Marianna, 
calm as ever, floated serenely into 
the kitchen to collect towels.  At 
least Mummy had the good sense 
to apologise profusely, mop up 
[what she hoped was] all evidence 
of the spilt coffee, and we left fairly 
shortly after. 
 
For the next couple of weeks, we 
were conspicuous in our absence 
around the village, but apparently 
this was unrelated to the above 
incident, and more to do with 
Mummy’s bronchitis.  Finding the 
quality of entertainment at 
Moorgate was less than acceptable 
during this time, I packed a bag 
and trundled off to Gloucestershire 
to stay with Grandma and Grandad 
for a few days, which was great 
fun.   
 
On my return, Mummy and I took 
ourselves off to the Clevedon 
Salerooms, one of my favourite 
outings.  I love a good auction!  
Sometimes we buy things there, 
but Mummy is rather inconsistent – 
she waves her hand at the chatty 
man on the stage at the front, 
who’s apparently called ‘the 
auctioneer’, but when I wave too, 
she grabs both my hands and tells 
me I musn’t!  But for everyone else 
she says “Romilly, have you got a 
wave for so-and-so?” – it’s very 
confusing! 
 
A week before Christmas, we 
attended a lovely Coffee Morning at 

The Willows.  As we turned my 
pushchair into the drive, I wasn’t 
quite sure if we were still in Kenn, 
or at Wembley Arena – there were 
THAT many cars and people!  I had 
a fine old time with all my usual 
friends, until I clapped eyes on 
young Noah Croxton.  These days, 
as far as I’m concerned, “I’m the 
only baby in the village!”  Mummy 
was less than impressed with my 
thunderous expression, and full-on 
tantrum, and once again, we had 
to leave shortly afterwards, once 
she had apologised to Noah on my 
behalf. 
 
A couple of days later, festivities 
continued as we found ourselves at 
the Kenn Children’s Christmas 
Party.  Mummy seemed distinctly 
nervous at how I might behave, 
but as I was the only baby there, I 
was very happy, and I had a terrific 
time dancing with the other girls, 
and clapping and waving at the 
puppets.  Even the big boys, who 
were trying to be very cool, had a 
top time! 
 
Christmas Day was a day of awe 
and wonder for me - partly 
because I have never known both 
parents to be up and about before 
me in the morning!  I had lots of 
presents, and took one of them to 
church with me.  I can’t name 
names, but one parishioner seemed 
terribly impressed that I appeared 
to have completed my Rubik’s 
Cube, and I felt he didn’t need to 
know that it had only just been 
delivered by Santa and removed 
from its packaging!   
 
My friend Ray Naish and I were 
both very fetching and festive in 
red and cream outfits.  The best bit 
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was when Reverend John, with a 
twinkle in his eye, and a passing 
reference to the Bishop of 
Southwark, smiled down from the 
pulpit and announced “I’m the 
Vicar of Kenn – it’s what I do!” 
 
I have had a lovely time over 
Christmas, and have seen lots of 
my Kenn friends, but for those I 
haven’t, I hope you all have a 
happy and healthy 2007. 
 

Romilly 
 
Refuse Collection/Recycling 

Refuse and recycling  
Normal day Monday, now 

Wednesday    3rd January 
Tuesday          9th January 

 
Normal day Wednesday now 

Friday 5th January 
Recycling then 
Wednesday 17thJanuary 

Wednesday 31st January 

JANUARY DIARY 
 

Tuesday 2nd January 

Village Lunch from 12.00 pm at 

The Drum and Monkey, Kenn 

Mike and Kelly’s Annual Treat 
 

Wednesday 10th January – 7.30 pm 
Kenn Women’s Institute meet at 
Kenn Village Hall the speaker will 

Peter Tinney on School Days 
Competition – a school photograph 
Non-members are always welcome. 

 
Clevedon Sale Rooms 

 
Auction dates: 

Thursday 4h January 
Thursday 18th January 

 

 

New Church Room 
Coffee Morning 10 – noon 

Saturday 20th January 

 
Our Flag 
 

 

Our flag was flown at half-mast on the 

5
th

 December to mark the funeral 

service of Jerzy Soloducha (George) 
 

On Saturday the 23
rd

 December it 

celebrated the wedding at St. John the 

Evangelist, Kenn of Jenny Slack and 

Ian Pascoe. 
 

On Christmas Day it flew to celebrate 

the birth of Jesus Christ. 

 
Church Floodlighting 

 

21
st
 December – John Griffin’s 

seventieth birthday. 

 

23
rd

 December – the Wedding of  

Ian and Jenny Pascoe 

 

Margaret’s Mutterings 
Floodlighting of the Church Tower 

 

Thanks to John Griffin and family for 

financing and arranging the installation 

of the Church Tower floodlighting.  

It looks absolutely lovely, especially in 

some of the thick fog that we have 

endured recently. 

 

A very happy New Year to all our 

readers and thanks for the support given 

in 2006.  

 

It has been a joy to read Romilly’s 

Monthly Notes and, new this month, 

The View from The Green.  
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We are always hoping for more news, 

info, funny stories and anything of 

general interest for the magazine, please 

don’t be shy, just give it a go!!  

 

Ring US, Sheila Naish 01934 

838357, or Margaret Ball on 01275 

874077 or Fax Margaret on 01275 

342050, leave your copy at Ray  

Naish’s, home, Cloverlea or we will 

collect if necessary, alternatively email 

Margaret direct on 

margaret.john@btinternet.com  

 

 

Thought 

 

Some callers can stay longer in an 

hour than others in a week 

 

 

 
 

 

What’s on at The Drum 

 

New Year’s Eve 

Doors open 9.00pm 

Buffet, Entertainment 

Tickets £8 

 

Kenn Village Lunch 

Tuesday 2nd January meet from 

12 noon – Mike and Kelly’s 

Annual Treat to us all 

 

Tuesday 30th January – 

Shirley Bassey 

and Tina Turner   

(both in one night) 

£20 including dinner 

book at the bar 

 

 

Tuesday 27th February  

 Phil Collins 

£20 including dinner 

 

Mike and Kelly  

wish you all a very  

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

and thank you all for your 

custom in 2006 

 

 
Bird News I 
 

Firstly, some late news from 

November, and apologies for its 

omission last month.  Robert Down 

reported a Kingfisher perched on the 

edge of his swimming pool (!) – it was 

almost certainly a young bird looking 

for its own territory. 

 

The major ornithological event in 

December was an influx of Leech’s 

Petrels, blown up the Bristol Channel 

and Severn Estuary by the continuous 

gales from the 2
nd

 to the 8
th

.  These are 

small oceanic birds, their nearest 

breeding site is on St. Kilda and they 

are said to winter in the sub-tropics! 

The Petrels were seen all the way up 

the Bristol Channel (on both sides) and 

locally John Croxton logged a couple 

from Poet’s Walk Clevedon. 

 

I was alerted to an unusual bird ‘dead 

in a puddle’ at Yatton Railway Station 

car park and this also turned out to be a 

Leech’s Petrel.  Many died from 

exhaustion across the UK and it was 

the biggest ‘wreck’ of Leech’s Petrels 

since October 1952.  Coincidentally 

the Clevedon Mercury, it is ‘Times 

Gone By’ column reported a ‘fork 

mailto:margaret.john@btinternet.com
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tailed petrel’ shot at Portishead on 7

th
 

December 1906, 100 years, less a day, 

to the Yatton bird. 

 

A bird survey walk near to the Middle 

Lane Fishing Lakes in Kingston 

Seymour produced a Woodcock, as 

always flushed from almost under my 

feet.  By mid-month there were signs 

of a few more Fieldfares and Redwings 

along with small flocks of Chaffinches 

on the moors and also around 250 

Lapwings on fields near the M5 

between Clevedon and Weston. 

 

And the rare bird, shot on Kenn Moor 

in 1945, was a Bittern.  I was intending 

to write about the Leech’s Petrels in 

1952, but events of December 2006 

have rather overtaken that. 

 

As always, I am interested to hear of 

any unusual sightings, perhaps 

Firecrest of Brambling in your garden! 

 

 

Trevor Riddle - 01934 835208 

 

Bird News II 

 

There are large numbers of Buzzards, 

Crows and Ravens hanging around 

where sheep are lambing in The 

Nailsea Wall area.  They are 

scavenging on what is left behind after 

the ewes have lambed.  If a ewe dies 

they make short work of the carcase if 

it is not found quickly. 

 

A few Blackbirds and Song Thrushes 

have started their spring-time singing.  

The very mild winter had fooled them 

into thinking that spring is just around 

the corner. 

 

As was reported last month there are 

very few winter visiting birds around.  

There are plenty of berries still on the 

bushes if they do arrive, also apples. 

 

Boxing Day – Jeff has just seen a 

Water Rail at Nailsea and Toby Naish 

has seen two Kingfishers while fishing 

in the moor. 

 

Ray Naish 

01275 872493 

 

Foxes 

 

Jeffrey Naish has had big problems 

with foxes attacking his young lambs 

recently. 

 

One Sunday morning in early 

December, he found five lambs bitten 

and killed in one field.  Those are the 

ones he found, he has no idea how 

many the foxes had carried away.  He 

had to spend all that day moving the 

ewes and lambs to another district 

where, he hopes, they will be safe.  

Since that day thirteen foxes have been 

accounted for by an expert marksman.  

There are still many more around in 

those fields. 

   Ray Naish 

 
 
 

 
 
Dear Mr Mackay  
 
Thank you very much for your donation of 
£92.35, which has been successfully 
processed.  
 
Your payment reference is: C0012015 
Transaction Amount: £92.35  
 
Please keep this reference safe. You 
might like to print this email or save it to 
your personal computer hard drive.  
 
At The Children's Society we believe that, 
no matter what disadvantages a child may 
face, they should still be given a real 
chance in life. We support thousands of 
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children in around 60 projects around the 
country and we depend on voluntary 
donations to help maintain our work.  
 
Your gift will not only help make a real 
difference to the individual children 
involved directly in our work but, by 
supporting our research and campaigning, 
will also help improve the lives of 
thousands more.  
 
Thank you for helping us to achieve this.  
 
If you have any questions or would like 
further information on the work of The 
Children's Society, please do not hesitate 
to contact us on 0845 300 1128 or email 
supporteraction@childrenssociety.org.uk.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
 
Martin Field 
Fundraising and Campaigns Director 
The Children's Society  
 

 

 

 
YATTON MOOR SERVICES  
 

1st Sunday 7
th

January  

THE EPIPHANY 

8.00am Holy Communion Kenn 

8.00am Holy Communion Claverham 

9.30am Parish Communion Yatton 

9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve 

11.00am Family Service  

                           Kingston Seymour        

6.00pm  Evensong Yatton 

 

2nd Sunday 14
th

 January 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

8.00am Holy Communion Yatton 

9.30am Family Communion Yatton 

9.30am Holy Communion Claverham 

11.00am   Family Service Cleeve 

11.00am  Holy Communion Kenn 

6.00pm   Evensong Kingston Seymour 

6.30pm Holy Communion Cleeve 

 

3rd Sunday 21
st
 January 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

8.00am  Holy Communion Claverham 

9.30am  Parish Communion Yatton 

9.30am  Holy Communion Cleeve 

11.00am Holy Communion  

      Kingston Seymour 

2.30pm  Holy Baptism Yatton 

6.00pm     Evensong Kenn 

 

4th Sunday 28
th

 January  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

8.00am Holy Communion Yatton 

8.00am Holy Communion   

                   Kingston Seymour 

9.30am Parish Communion Yatton 

9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve    

11.00am  PLOUGH SUNDAY – 

                  Family Service Kenn 

6.00pm  Ecumenical Service Week Of 

Prayer For Christian Unity at Yatton 

Methodist Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 2007 

 

 

HOLY DAYS IN JANUARY 

25
th

 Conversion of Paul 

7.30pm Holy Communion Yatton 

 

 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 

 

Daily 8.30am Morning Prayer at 

Yatton (except Saturdays and Holy 

Days) 

 

Every Wednesday:  

10am: Holy Communion Yatton 

 

1st Wednesday in month:  

3
rd

 January 

11am: Holy Communion            

Kingston Seymour 
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3rd Wednesday in month:  

17
th

 January 

11am:Holy Communion at Kenn 

 

 

4th Wednesday in month:        

24
th

 January 

11am: Holy Communion Claverham 

  

Every Thursday:  

9.30am:   Holy Communion   Cleeve 

7.30pm:  Holy Communion Yatton 
 

Term-Time Wednesdays 

2.15 pm First Steps Yatton 


