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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

June 1 - Simon Pascoe 

         3 - Joshua Middleton 

         5 – David Porch 

            - Margaret & Brian Cook W.A. 

         9 - Lois Webb  

       11 - Naomi Brain 

              Wendy Papasolomontos 

       13 - Lynn Bye 

       18 - Ian Pascoe 

       21 - Tom Bye 

               Heather Brain 

               Dave Pugh 

       23 - Robin Mackay 

       26 - Lucy Baker 

       27 - Pip Jenkins 

       28 – Liz & Martin Jaehme W.A. 

Thoughts for the month 

 

Smile first thing in the morning! 

Get it over with! 

 

A day without laughter is a day wasted 
 

Naish Notes 

 

Congratulations to Lizzie Dyer on 

passing her driving test.  Well done! 

 

Comet comes to Kenn 

The electrical retailer, Comet, has 

opened its new customer support 

centre at Rivermead Court, Kenn. 

They have moved from Clevedon to 

the new site and are providing many 

job opportunities in the area.  Comet is 

one of the major employers in the area.  

We wish them every success and 

welcome them to Kenn. 

 

Kenn Hall 

Kenn Hall has now got a new stage 

which goes together in sections and 

can be all shapes and sizes!  Also the 

floor has been re-polished.  Our dear 

hall looks absolutely splendid now.  

All donations and fundraising will be 

gratefully accepted. 

 

 

 

Thanks to John and Margaret for all 

their efforts in maintaining our Hall. 

 

Vouchers 

Thanks very much from Yeo Moor 

Infants School for all the vouchers etc.  

I am still collecting up any stray Tesco 

ones and all the soap powder stars. 

 

Sheila. 

 

St. John the Evangelist, Kenn 

 

St. John’s Altar Guild 

 

June Rota -  

Mrs Julia Bush and Mrs Valerie 
Cox 
 
CHRISTIAN AID IN KENN 2005 
A special Thank you from Julia. 

 
Don't ask me why or how, but 
this year I managed to make 

Christian Aid Week really 
difficult for myself, so I am 
particularly indebted to the folk 

who collected envelopes  'door 
to door'.  

 
So THANKS A MILLION, or 
rather £386.34 (the sum 

collected to date) Celia, Cliff, 
John (Croxton) Heather (Noad) 

Ray.  
 
Thank you to everyone who 

contributed. If you were out 
when we called, and want to 
give, please put your envelope 

through the letterbox at 
Cloverlea, Kenn Street.  

 
Thank You  
 

Julia Bush 
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Trinity Sunday Family 

Service at Kenn 
 

May's Family Service fell on 
Trinity Sunday this year.  
 

There is always wailing and 
gnashing of teeth amongst the 
clergy at the prospect of 

preaching on this, one of the 
most difficult concepts of the 

Christian faith.  
 
(It has been suggested that we 

were given the Trinity as an 
illustration that God is not 

understandable).  
 
When the going gets tough, 

John gets Celia. Celia, with the 
help of the children, who had 
measured among other things 

their pets and their bathwater, 
showed us that there are some 

things that are just too big for 
us to comprehend. 
 

Then we had coffee and chat.  
Julia. 

 

Kenn’s Rebuilt Meeting Room 
 

It is good that the rebuilt 
Church Room is being used for 
various events. 

 
The Kingston Seymour Mothers 

Union, which has several Kenn 
Ladies amongst their 
membership recently held a 

meeting there.  This enabled 
Mrs. Sally Whitehead to attend.  
She has been a member for 

years, but at 95 years of age 
found it difficult to get to 

meetings at Kingston.  It is 
hoped they will use it again in 
the future. 

 
The Friends of Kenn Church 

held their Annual Meeting there 
recently.  Much more 

convenient than meetings held 
in Church.  Also tea and coffee 
were made available making it a 

very friendly evening. 
 
The room is available to anyone 

in the Village who would like to 
hold meetings there.  It is there 

to be used. 
 
Julia Bush and Ray Naish 
 
Cakes and Coffee for the Blay Family 

 

Over the last few years, the residents 

of Kenn have been very generous in 

their support for the Blay Family, in 

Ghana, with whom I have been 

communicating for over twenty years. 

 

For this support, I want to thank you 

wholeheartedly.  After a period of 

relative stability, during which Mr. 

Blay has paid to educate his children 

and kept them clothed and fed, he has 

hit a bad spot.   

 

I will be talking about their situation at 

Family Service at the end of June, in 

the meantime, there will be a cake sale 

at the first Coffee Morning in the New 

Room on Saturday18th June.  To order 

a cake ring me 873554, or pick one on 

the day. 

Julia Bush 

 

Thanks 

 
Sincere thanks to everyone for 

cards, flowers and good wishes 
during my recent stay in 
hospital.   I regret to say that 

there are no plants this year. 
 
Mary Willcox 
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Churchyard Spring Clean-up 
 

The evening of Thursday 2nd 
June has been selected and 

everyone is invited to come 
along and help prepare the 
churchyard for the Best Kept 

Village Competition. Meet from 
6.00 – bring your own tools and 
invite a friend or neighbour. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 

 

The next meeting of the Parish 

Council will be on Monday 6th 

June.  Councillors look forward to 

seeing you there. 

 

Before that there is the grand 

village clean up which will set off 

from the Village Hall on Saturday 

4th June at 10 a.m.  We have 

been promised that the verges 

will be mown by then so all the 

rubbish will be highly visible.   

 

Some gloves, tongs, bin bags and 

fluorescent jackets have been 

supplied by North Somerset, so 

pray for a nice day and join us.    

Your efforts will be rewarded 

with a barbecue at the Village 

Hall afterwards.  More details 

from Robin Mackay on 340323. 

 

The welcome pack for new 

villagers is ready for a trial by 

our next newcomers.  Thank you 

to Robin and Marianna.  It will be 

modified and improved when we 

receive feedback. 

Ann Holtham 

 

Kenn Women’s Institute 

 

It was an evening of free samples at 

the May Meeting!  After welcoming 

Mrs Russell and Mrs Down, and 

thanking Jean Ings for the flowers (my 

thanks too, as it was my turn and I 

forgot) and congratulating Thelma 

Blake on her sweeping the board with 

her Shorthorns at the North Somerset 

Show, President Marion Carrington got 

down to business quickly, this being 

resolutions evening.   

 

These, to be voted on at the AGM in 

June are: 1) Farmgate Milk Prices and 

2) Care for the Environment.   

 

Irene Stowell gave details on how it 

costs 18-23 pence to produce a pint of 

milk, but farmers are paid 16-20 pence 

per pint.  There has been a 59 per cent 

fall in farming incomes.   

 

Supermarkets say they have increased 

the selling price in the stores, but this 

has not been passed on by the dairy 

companies.   

 

It was suggested that buying from farm 

shops, farmers’ markets and having 

door-step deliveries are alternative 

ways to improve the situation.  It was 

also noted that the purchase of milk in 

is decline.  This Resolution was passed 

unanimously. 

 

For the Resolution on the 

Environment, Ann Holtham gave 

appalling details of how much waste 

we create, both domestically and 

industrially.  We all now live within a 

mile or so of a landfill site (actually 

given as 2 km) and 50 per cent of small 

children and babies have high levels of 

dioxin which is coming from waste 

being incinerated.   
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We discussed the amount of packing 

used, especially by supermarkets – this 

usually makes a much larger heap than 

the food bought:  try it sometime and 

see for yourself.  This Resolution was 

also passed unanimously. 

 

Ann Holtham also gave the report on 

the Group Meeting, held at Tickenham.  

Eight members from Kenn went and 

three won prizes in the raffle.  They 

were well entertained by barber-shop 

singers and a competition for poetry 

inspired by Pam Ayres, the winner 

coming from Congresbury.  The next 

Group Meeting is in October when 

Clevedon W.I. will be hosts and the 

competition is for a Magician’s Rabbit. 

 

Our Speakers for the evening, Sarah 

and Ileni from Thornton’s Chocolates 

had by this time set up a display of 

chocolates and cake.  Sarah then told 

us about this tempting feast and its 

history.   

 

Chocolate has been known about for at 

least four thousand years, the Aztecs 

drinking it spiced.  Christopher 

Columbus tried it but did not like it.  

Luckily for us, Cortes did like it and 

brought it back to Spain, where it was 

improved by adding sugar instead of 

spice.   

 

Over the years it was refined and white 

chocolate arrived in 1650, in 1828 Van 

Houton took the butter content out to 

make it lighter and in 1848 Mr. Fry 

opened his factory in Bristol.  Joseph 

Thornton’s factory in Swadlincote in 

Derbyshire was earlier – Chocolate 

Heaven since 1811.  A Swiss 

chocolatier produced truffles and 

pralines for them and the current 

chocolatier, Barry Colenso uses 

products from all over the world; 

hazelnuts from Turkey, walnuts and 

cherries from France, mint and raisins  

 

from the US ginger from Australia and 

coconut from the Philippines.  One tree 

gives one pound of beans, which are 

roasted and shelled and the higher the 

content of cocoa solids in chocolate the 

better it is. 

 

Thorntons make cakes to order and 

have made chocolate wedding cakes.  

They also have a next-day delivery 

service.  There were a lot of questions, 

including one about the bloom on 

chocolate.  This is due to either cold or 

heat and does not affect the taste or 

quality of the chocolate.  We were then 

invited to sample the chocolates and 

cake, this being followed by a brisk 

trade in both – not a good evening for 

slimmers. 

 

The competition for a chocolate recipe 

was won by Madeline Crawley, 2) 

Valerie Cox and 3) Hazel Limage.  

Our next meeting is on 8th June when 

Mr. Sharma will give his second talk 

about Triumph over Phobias.  (The 

first talk he gave was really interesting 

and he is an amusing speaker, so come 

along and hear him. 

 

Shirley Livesey 

 
  

 

Saturday Drop-in for Coffee 

18th June 10.00 – 12 noon 
At the New Church Room 

 

Julia will have a cake stall for 
the Blay family from Ghana  

 
This is planned as the first of a 
series of Coffee Mornings on 

the 3rd Saturday each month  
Come along; meet your 

neighbours and the clergy, 
especially John Andrews. 
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Drum & Monkey, Kenn 

What’s on at the Drum? 

 

Tuesday 7th June 12.30 

Village Lunch 

All welcome 

 

Every Wednesday Evening 

9 - late The Drum Quiz 

 

Tuesday 28th June 

WhamTastic 

George Michael 

£20 for a three course meal and 

entertainment 

 

Tuesday 26th July 

£15 - Keith Manifold is 

The Big ‘O’ – Roy Orbison 

  

Tuesday 23rd August 

£15 - The Blues Brothers Show 
Black Pork Pie Hats and Dark Glasses 

 

Tuesday 27th September 

£15 - MEDIEVAL NIGHT 

 

In October  

All the way from America 

The Cell Block 7 

Dixieland Jazz Band 

 

In November 

A Wurzels Evening 

 

That takes us up to December 

Bookings being taken for 

Christmas and Christmas Day 
 

VILLAGE CLEAN UP 4th June 

 

Please come and join us for the 

2nd Annual Village Clean Up.  

 

Last year’s turned out to be 

great fun as well as making Kenn 

look much improved. 

 

We will meet at the Village Hall 

at 10.00am and judging by last 

year we should be finished by 

12.00-12.30.  

 

Time to go home, clean yourself 

up and rejoin everyone for a free 

BBQ. 

 

If you are unable to join us on 

the day you could help if you went 

out and picked up one carrier bag 

of roadside litter.  

 

Remember this is your village and 

we need your help. 

 

For any further details please 

ring Robin Mackay on 340323 

 
FOUND 

 

Someone left a cream jacket at 

Cherry Tree House after the 

Ascension Day breakfast.  If it is 

yours, please let us know so that we 

can get it to you. 

 

Celia Andrews (01934 830208) 
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Snippets 

 

Kenn Women’s Institute 

 

The Jumble Sale organised by 

members raised £127.00 for funds.  

Thanks to everyone who supported the 

evening. 

 

Our Flag was flown on 8th May to 

celebrate V.E. Day 

 

Keep Kenn Free of Litter 

Please keep up the good work and pick 

up the litter that others drop.  Thank 

you. 

 

Kenn Women’s Institute 

June 8th Mr. Sharma will talk on 

Triumph over Phobias 

 

Non-members always welcome 

 

Ruth Dyer. 
 

Grub at Kenn Pub 

 

The catering arrangements at Kenn 

Pub have improved dramatically in my 

life time. 

 

When I was a lad, the Licensee was 

Mrs Isabella Arthur, whose nickname 

was ‘Nellie no change’.  She had taken 

over the licence on the death of her 

husband, Cornelius Meaker Arthur, 

also known as Nellie. 

 

The Rose and Crown, as it was known 

in those days, was just a beer and cider 

house.  Mrs. Arthur lived there with a 

little lady dressed in black called Prue 

Say, who was often described as being 

‘not zakley’.  Mrs Arthur had given her 

a home after her sister mysteriously 

disappeared on her way home from 

Clevedon and was never found: but 

that is another story! 

 

 

 

 

If you wanted food at the pub in those 

days, Mrs Arthur would cut you a 

portion of bread and cheese and give 

you a free onion.  She also had a plate 

of biscuits of a very special variety on 

offer. 

 

In the nineteen thirties, a few hikers 

started appearing around.  They 

sometimes went into the pub for a 

drink dressed in their shorts.  Mrs. 

Arthur didn’t go much on this 

eccentric behaviour and had little 

patience with them.  When they had 

bought their drink and paid up her 

answer was ‘no change me sonny’: 

hence her nickname ‘Nellie no 

change’.   

 

Mrs Arthur gave up the licence after 

being beaten up one night.   

 

The next Landlord was Baden Leaman.   

He ventured into the catering trade by 

having a ‘pigs foot day’ on 

Wednesdays.  He got pigs trotters 

delivered from Bristol, they had to be 

pre-ordered.  This delicacy was very 

popular amongst the old-timers, many 

of whom cycled out from Clevedon.  

They spread newspapers out on the 

tables and ate the pig’s feet with their 

fingers.  They didn’t worry too much 

about table manners. 

 

At the present time, the Drum and 

Monkey, as it has now been renamed is 

a very popular venue for hot meals of 

all descriptions.  A large number of 

Kenn people attend the first Tuesday in 

the month Village Lunch. 

 

Mike, the proprietor, caters for all 

tastes. 

 

Ray Naish 
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June 23rd St. John’s Eve or 

Midsummer Eve 

 

If St John’s Wort is gathered on the 

eve of St. John’s Day and hung up near 

the door or window, it will act as a 

protection against evil spirits and any 

dangers that may come with thunder. 

 

Midsummer Eve is a time for sun 

worship.  

 

 An old custom on Midsummer Eve 

was to light fires after nightfall or at 

midnight.  These fires were called 

bonfires, a name which is thought to 

have originally been ‘bonefires’ 

because these fires used to be made up 

of bones.   

 

People would dance round the fires 

and when they burned less fiercely 

they would leap through them.  This 

was considered to bring good luck and 

protection from the evils of witchcraft. 

 

The custom dates back to ancient times 

and has close associations with the 

rites and beliefs of the Druids.  These 

festival fires were prohibited by the 

Puritans. 

 

The sowing of hempseed on 

Midsummer Eve used to be a popular 

method for girls to ‘divine’ who their 

future husbands would be. 

 

“At eve last Midsummer no sleep I 

sought, 

But to the field a bag of hempseed 

brought: 

I scattered round the seed on every 

side, 

Then three times, in a trembling accent 

cried  

 

 

 

 

 

“This hempseed with my Virgin hand I 

sow,  

Who shall my true love be, the crop 

shall show” 

 

I straight looked back and if my eyes 

speak truth,  

With his keen scythe, behind me came 

the youth” 

 

“The Spell” John Gay 1714 

 

Another old custom was for people to 

sit all night in the porch of their local 

Church on St. John’s Eve to see the 

spectres of those who would die that 

year in the parish come and knock on 

the Church door. 

 

Hartley Staples 

 

SWAP SHOP 
 

Do you remember the “Multi-
Colour Swap Shop”? 
 

The principle is that if you have 
something you want to dispose 
of you advertise it in this Village 

Magazine.   
The person acquiring the item, 

can, if they like, make a 
contribution to a Village Charity 
Account.   

 
Here is an opportunity to get rid 

of some superfluous items and 
raise some money for charity.  
So dig deep in the attic and the 

garage and let’s clear some 
space! 
 

Robin Mackay 
 
Typist’s note 

The Christmas Tea Party Fund would be a 

good charity. 

 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS 
 

Dates for your Diary 

 
Clevedon Salerooms 

Thursday 2nd June 10.30 a.m. 

Specialist Antique, Fine Art 

and Collectors Items 

 

 
St. John the Evangelist 

Thursday 2nd June 6.00 p.m. 
Evening Working Party to prepare 

our Churchyard for the 

Best Kept Village Competition 
 

Come along and help tidy your 
family graves, or if you have none, 

help someone else. 
Bring your own tools 

The Social Event of the Year 

 

 

 

Kenn Village 

Saturday 4th June 

Kenn Clean Up – meet from 10.00 

to Clean Up our Village – 

barbecue later on at  

Kenn Village Hall 

 

Kenn Village Hall 

Monday 6th June 7.30 pm 

Kenn Parish Council Meeting 

– everyone welcome 
 

 

Drum and Monkey 

Tuesday 7tht June 12.30 

onwards Village Lunch 
 
 

Kenn Village Hall 
Wednesday 8th June 7.30 pm 

Kenn Women’s Institute 

Mr Sharma will give his second talk 
about “Triumph over Phobias” 

Everyone welcome 
 

 
 

Wednesdays 8th and 22nd June 

At Your Garden Gate – Recycling – 

don’t forget to put out your Green Box 

with bottles, paper and cans! 

 

 

Cloverlea, Kenn Street 
Monday 13th June 7.00 pm, 

Meet at Cloverlea, Kenn Street 

for a “Summer’s Evening Walk” 
with Ray Naish. 

 
 

Clevedon Salerooms 
16

th
 and 30

th 
June 10.00 am 

Sales of Victorian and Later Furniture 

and Effects 

 

 

The New Church Room 
Saturday 18th June 

10.00 – 12 noon Coffee Morning 
Proceeds to the Blay family 

in Ghana 
 

 

 
KENN & KINGSTON KOMBINE 

Saturday 18th JUNE 7.30 p.m 

BARN DANCE 

at Tutshill Farm, Kingston Seymour 

Tickets £7.50 includes supper  

Children under 16 £3   

For tickets phone Jackie Harris  

01934 838451 

 

 

 
KENN & KINGSTON KOMBINE 

Chaseside, Kenn Street, Kenn 

Tuesday 28th June – 8.35 pm 

Fundraising  Committee  

Croquet/Cream Teas and  

Trafalgar Day Celebration 

Everyone welcome !   

Come along and bring your ideas. 

 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS 
 

ADVANCE DATES 
 

Saturday 13th August 

at Kenn Village Hall 

Paella and Sangria Evening 

Proceeds to ACTS Aids Charity 

and Clevedon Cottage Hospital 

 
KENN & KINGSTON KOMBINE 

Sunday 28th August 

Kenn has challenged Kingston Seymour to 

a Croquet Match 

Croquet and Cream Teas 

at Chaseside, Kenn 

 
KENN & KINGSTON KOMBINE 

Saturday 3rd September 

Yew Tree Farm, Kingston Seymour 

Fundraising Event for Cancer Charity 
 

KENN & KINGSTON KOMBINE 

Friday 21st October 

Trafalgar Day Celebration 

at Kenn Village Hall 
 

****** 

 

WELCOME PACKS 

The Parish Council have prepared 

a Welcome Pack for new arrivals 

in the Village. This includes all 

the information you might need 

when moving to a new house and 

community. 

 

If you have new neighbours could 

you let me know so that they can 

receive one of these packs. 

 

Robin Mackay (340323) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
KENN & KINGSTON KOMBINE 

TRAFALGAR  DAY 

Friday 21st October 

 
Kenn and Kingston Seymour 

are proud to announce that 
they are jointly organising a 
  

Special celebration of the 
200th Anniversary of Nelson’s 

Victory at Trafalgar. 
 
The main event of the evening 

will be a mock battle between 
two galleons.  The surprise is 
that the battle will be fought 

with fireworks.   
 

Yes a very special pyrotechnic 
display will take place behind 
Kenn Village Hall together with 

many other fun attractions 
(including a best dressed 

Nelson and Lady Hamilton 
competition) 
 

Reserve the date now, as this 
will be a really important event 
with lots of fun things to do. 

 
Robin Mackay  

 
Summer Walk 
 
We hope to take our second 
Summer Walk on Monday 13th 
June.  We have arranged to take a 
walk at Lower Claverham, walking 
down to the gauge on the old River 
Kenn. 
 
We will meet at Cloverlea at 7.00 
pm or at Claverham Railway 
Bridge at about 7.15 pm and 
everyone is welcome to join us. 
 
Ray Naish 
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Thatcher’s Orchard – Kingston 

Seymour 

 

The 9th May marked the start of Ray’s 

summer walks for 2005 with a visit to 

Thatcher’s Cider orchard at Kingston 

Seymour.   

 

About 30 Kennites and Kingstonites 

assembled at the Orchard where we 

were to meet with John Thatcher the 

head of Thatcher’s Cider. 

 

Whilst we were waiting Ray told us the 

area next to the Orchard is known as 

Horse Lees Lane, which is part of the 

old footpath that joined Weston-super-

Mare and Clevedon.  Old tithe maps 

show the lane as 40 Acre Lane. Ray 

recalled that an old lady (Mrs Hale) 

had once lived near Phipps Bridge 

further down the path and the local 

coalman would leave ½ cwt of coal for 

her near the orchard.  She would then 

drag it home a mile along the footpath. 

Ray also mentioned a former local 

sexton William Scribbens who sported 

a long white beard and had been 

employed aged 6 as a bird scarer in 

this area. 

 

When John arrived he explained that 

the orchard was planted 48 years ago 

and had belonged to Stuart Allcock of 

Coates Cider.   

 

It extends to approximately 14 acres 

and is planted 50 trees to the acre with 

a variety of standard apple trees.   

 

Some of the varieties are Coat Jersey, 

Tremlett Bitter, and Yarlington Mill.  

Cider apples are grouped into three 

types; sweet, bittersweet and sharp, 

depending on the amount of tannins 

and acidity.   

 

 

 

 

A traditional cider uses a blend of 

approximately 1/3 of each type.  The 

three apples listed above are all 

bittersweet.  Tom Putts are sharp and 

Cox’s Orange Pippin is sweet.  

 

 John mentioned that on their home 

orchard at Sandford they have 500 

different varieties and that the National 

Apple collection has 2000 varieties. 

 

Stuart had been extremely fond of his 

orchard and when he died and the 

orchard fell into decline John had 

approached Stuart’s daughters to see if 

something could be done to rectify the 

situation.  There is now a mutually 

advantageous arrangement whereby 

Thatchers maintain the orchard and 

buy the crop.   

 

Maintenance is kept to the minimum 

and consists mainly of opening up the 

orchard to allow good light and 

ventilation and minimal spraying 

mainly to control fungal infection.   

 

Integrated pest management largely 

manages insect pests where predators 

to the apple crop pests are encouraged.  

The main insect pest that has caused 

problems recently is the Blossom 

Weevil that if unchecked will destroy 

the blossom.  Spraying has been 

necessary to control this pest.   

 

As an aid to pollination there is an 

arrangement for a local beekeeper to 

keep a number of beehives in the 

orchard. 

 

Careful maintenance has increased the 

apple crop from its original 4 tons per 

acre to approx 9 tons per acre and the 

orchard is now in its prime.  
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One ton of apples produces about 150 

gallons of cider depending on the juice 

yield of the apples used.   

 

Tremletts Bitter has a high 90%  

juice yield whereas Cox’s produce 

only 60%.  

 

One man using a specially designed 

three-wheeled device now harvests the 

apples mechanically. 

 

John left us to explore the orchard all 

the while continuing to share his 

knowledge and views on apple 

production with us.   

 

I for one will enjoy my pint of cider 

even more as a result. 

 

All thanked Ray for arranging the walk 

and John for spending time with us and 

allowing access to this wonderful 

orchard.  All we have to do now is 

drink more Cider. 

 

Ray concluded the walk by suggesting 

the next walk should be to the Gauge 

near Claverham Bridge.  Meet at Ray’s 

house at 7 p.m. on Monday 13 June. 

 

Robert Down. 

 

P.S Did you know that scientists at 

Brewing Research International say 

that cider contains high levels of health 

enhancing antioxidants on a level with 

red wine?  

 

Half a pint of cider delivers the same 

amount of antioxidants as a glass of 

red wine. 

 

Jesse Joles 

 

Very long time residents of Kenn will 

remember Jesse.  He worked for the 

late Toby Gale at Stonehouse for  

 

 

several years during the war.  He lived 

with Toby and Brenda. 

 

Jesse has died recently in Weston 

Hospital aged 81.  He was a very 

clever man and a tremendous worker.  

The amount of work that he could get 

done in a day would frighten most 

people.   

 

During his time in Kenn he got several 

cars going that had been laid up 

throughout the War.  He was able to do 

any job on a farm including drainage 

work, hedge laying, thatching and tree 

grafting.  He was also a great 

ploughman. 

 

Jesse came from the old Romany 

family, the Joles that lived around here 

many years ago.  His grandfather 

Henry Joles camped for many years in 

Mead Moor Lane, off Ham Lane, 

Yatton.  His father was Robert, one of 

seven sons of Henry and his wife.  

Several of the sons had Biblical names 

like Isaac and Abraham.  The family 

have now all given up the nomadic 

way of life and settled in houses. 

 

The funeral for Jesse was held at 

Yatton Church.  He was buried in the 

part of the Churchyard where the Joles 

have been buried for centuries.  I am 

told that the church was packed for his 

funeral, and his family dug the grave. 

 

The following epitaph is on one of his 

ancestor’s gravestone. 

“Here lyes Merrilee Joles, a beauty 

bright, left Isaac Joles her heart’s 

delight”   

 

Isaac is buried nearby.  It has been said 

that he slept by her graveside when he 

was in the area. 

 

Ray Naish. 
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Margaret’s Mutterings 

 

July Issue of Kenn News and Views  

I am away during June, so, please, please 

can regular and new contributors let me 

have copy on Monday 27th June – 

Thank you. 

 

Earlier in month – please leave your 

contributions with Ray Naish, or Fax me 

on 01275 342050 or E-mail 

Margaret.john@btinternet.com 
 

 
KENN & KINGSTON KOMBINE 

 

In the diary pages of this magazine, you 

will have noticed the title: 

 Kenn and Kingston Kombine   

this  is a result of the most successful 

weekend last year. 

 

Events this year start with a Barn 

Dance at the home of Tim and Jackie 

Harris, Tutshill Farm,  Yeo Bank Lane, 

Kingston Seymour on Saturday 18th 

June, tickets £7.50 for adults and £3 for 

children under 16 including supper. 

Phone Jackie on 01934 838451, or 

Jackie Wright on 01934 833134, or 

Sue Thomas  on 01934 833593  

 

Next on Sunday 28th August Kenn has 

challenged Kingston Seymour to a Croquet 

Match and they have accepted. 

This will be held at Chaseside, Kenn and will 

coincide with a Picnic Meeting of the  

Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club. 

 

 

Kingston will be selling Cream  Teas  from 

late afternoon and Kenn will do a Barbecue 

later on. 

 

Then there is the ‘piece de resistance’ 

The celebration of the 200th Anniversary 

of Trafalgar Day at The Village Hall. 

 

All this will take a lot of organisation, so if 

you would like to help, please come along to 

a meeting at  Chaseside, Kenn on Tuesday 

28th June at 8.35 pm (after Choir practice 

at Kingston).  If you can’t come, please send 

your ideas! 

 

Friends of Kenn Church 
 

The Friends’ AGM was held in our 

new church room – thanks to Grace 

and Marianna for organising coffee. 

 

Fred Fenwick, with help from John 

Griffin plans to re-point the car park 

wall shortly.   The possibility of flood 

lighting our tower on special occasions 

will be investigated later on and the 

annual Churchyard Clean Up was set 

for Thursday 2nd June. 

 

Many people were thanked for their 

help in caring for the church and 

churchyard, but special mention was 

made of Julia Bush.  Without Julia’s 

determination and perseverance our 

Church Room would still be a dream.   

Thank you Julia! 

 

It was also agreed to hold regular 

Coffee Mornings in the Church Room, 

commencing on Saturday 18th June, 

and thereafter on the 3rd Saturday each 

month.  Our Vicar, the Preb. Rev. John 

Andrews hopes to come along and it 

will be an opportunity for people to 

catch up on the local news. 

 

mailto:Margaret.john@btinternet.com
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V.E. Day at Kenn 

 

The V.E. Day celebrations in Kenn 

featured a huge bonfire in “The 

Barton” this was a grassy area near 

“White Cottage” now the driveways 

into Brian and Juliet Stowell’s farm 

and Carpenters Farm. 
 

There was dancing and singing, 

attended by many villagers way into 

the night. 

 

Bill Ham was there, he was a great 

character who did casual farm work.  

He slept rough in cowsheds.  Bill wore 

a red spotted handkerchief around his 

neck, except on Sundays when he wore 

a white one.  At every opportunity he 

got drunk.  When he had the cider on 

board in the evenings, after returning 

from the pubs in Clevedon, he was 

known to shout abuse outside the 

houses of people he did not like.  Bill 

slept by the bonfire all night.  He asked 

people to fetch him some potatoes so 

that he could bake them in the bonfire. 

 

It is difficult to remember how quickly 

the men who had served in the Armed 

Forces during the war got back to 

Kenn.  Fortunately they all returned 

safely.  This included four brothers 

from one family and three from 

another.  Around twenty men from 

Kenn were called up during the war. 

 

There were a lot of R.A.F. men billeted 

in the village during the war.  They 

were here to man the Decoy Fire that 

had been built in the Moors to try to 

get the German Bombers to drop their 

bombs there, to save Bristol.  There are 

still unexploded bombs out there that 

dropped in the peat and failed to 

detonate. 

 

Ray Naish 

 

 

BIRD NEWS I 

 

Kenn Moor 

 

The numbers of Swallows seem to 

have increased during early May, but 

overall there seem to be less than in 

2004.  It is thought that a programme 

to control locusts in Africa may have 

reduced other insects, causing a 

shortage in the food supply. 

 

A pair of Hobbies were hawking 

insects over the moor early in the 

month, but more of a surprise was the 

sighting of three Spotted Flycatchers in 

Littlewood.  These birds were probably 

pausing on their migration and have 

now moved on. 

 

Nearby the Swans on Eastern Drove 

had six Cygnets by mid-month – a very 

good outcome, considering the nest 

was right by the track! 

 

Birdsong was at volume and I heard at 

least four Skylarks on one part of the 

moor.  A tall uncut hedge by Kenn 

Moor Gate held singing Whitethroat, 

Lesser Whitethroat and Sedge Warbler 

in about 200 metres.  Another Lesser 

Whitethroat was singing in North End 

Road. 

 

Strawberry Line 

 

The Kestrels are nesting as usual in 

one of the owl boxes on Congresbury 

Moor (Strawberry Line), and the male 

Barn Owl has been seen, so we hope 

that they will nest again.  If so there 

will be watches – details next month. 

 

A Cuckoo has been around but not 

really very regularly – I did hear it 

from my house at about 5.30 one 

morning. 
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There were fifteen singing Reed 

Warblers and ten Whitethroats – a 

species in record numbers this year.  

They were almost wiped out by a 

drought in Africa in the 1970’s, so it is 

especially pleasing to see them doing 

so well. 

 

Somerset Peat Moors near Glastonbury 

 

The note about Marsh Harriers last 

month should have said near 

Glastonbury (my poor handwriting) –  

I hope no one went looking for them at 

Congresbury.  The male bird has 

disappeared and there are now three 

juvenile/females present, so it does not 

look as if there will be any breeding 

this year. 

 

On a more positive note, I saw an 

Osprey early in the month and a Black 

Kite was recorded – a vagrant from 

Southern Europe. 

 

There was a truly amazing count of 78 

Hobbies but most of these have now 

dispersed.  A Red Kite was also seen 

and on some wet meadows there were 

18 pairs of Yellow Wagtails – Canaries 

of the Wetlands – a lovely sight. 

 

Finally, there were signs of Otter by 

the River Kenn on the Kenn Moor 

stretch. 

 

Trevor Riddle 

 

 

BIRD NEWS II 

 

Swallows arrived rather late this year 

and seem to be fewer in numbers.  As 

older farm buildings are converted to 

other uses they are hard put to find 

building sites.  In some cases they have 

had to build their nests in garages of 

modern houses.   

 

 

The problem here is that if the garage 

doors get shut by accident the young 

birds will starve if the parents cannot 

get to feed them. 

 

Around the 20th of May, I am told that 

many young birds left their nests, 

especially Blue Tits.  Unfortunately the 

heavy rain and thunder storms that 

occurred during the following few days 

probably killed large numbers of them. 

 

It has just been discovered that the 

very heavy rain caused the water 

courses in the Moor to rise 

dramatically, flooding many Swans 

nests and spoiling the eggs.  There 

won’t be as many Cygnets as usual this 

summer. 

 

Ray Naish 

 

Bird News III 

 
Tuesday 24th May, I heard my first 

cuckoo for many years, sadly not at 

home, but in Worcestershire. 

 
Margaret Ball 

 

 
 

A sign seen on a Builder’s van in 

Birmingham: 

Patel and Patel Builders 

underneath was written: 

 

“You have tried the cowboys, 

 now try the Indians” 

 

A sign seen over the door of premises in 

Cornwall. 

 

Menhenit, Button and Mutton Auctioneers 

and Estate Agents 
 

R.V.N. 
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SERVICES FOR JUNE 2005 
 

 

1st Sunday 5th
 
June 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY  

 

08:00 Holy Communion Kenn 
08:00 Holy Communion Claverham 

09:30 Parish Communion Yatton 

09:30 Holy Communion Cleeve 

11:00 Family Service Kingston  

          Seymour                    

18:00 Evensong Yatton 

 

2nd Sunday 12th June 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY 

08:00 Holy Communion Yatton 

09:30 Parish Communion Yatton   

10.30 Holy Communion Claverham 

11:00 Family Service Cleeve 

11.00 Holy Communion Kenn 

18:00 Evensong Kingston Seymour 

18.30 Holy Communion Cleeve         

 

3rd Sunday 19th June  

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY 

08:00 Holy Communion Claverham 

09:30 Parish Communion Yatton  

09.30 Holy Communion Cleeve 

11:00 Holy Communion Kingston 

          Seymour 

14.30 Holy Baptism Yatton 

18:00 Evensong Kenn 

 

 

4th Sunday 26th June   

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

08:00 Holy Communion Yatton 

08:00 Holy Communion Kingston 

           Seymour 

09:30 Parish Communion Yatton 

09:30 Holy Communion Cleeve 

10:00 Family Service Claverham 

11:00 Family Service Kenn 

18:00 Evensong Yatton 

 
 

 
  
HOLY DAYS IN JUNE: 

 

 

11
th 

St. Barnabas, Apostle 

 

12.00 Holy Communion Claverham 

 

 

24
th 

Birth of St. John the Baptist 

08.30 Holy Communion Yatton 

 

 

29
th 

St, Peter, the Apostle 

10.00 Holy Communion Yatton 

 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 

 

Daily 08:30 Morning Prayer at Yatton 

(except Holy Days) 

 

Every Wednesday 

10:00 Holy Communion Yatton 

 

 

1st Wednesday in month  

11:00 Holy Communion at Kingston                                   

          Seymour 

 

 

3rd Wednesday in month – 15
th

 June 

11:00 Holy Communion at Kenn 

 

 

4th Wednesday in month 

11:00 Holy Communion at Claverham 

 

Every Thursday 

09:30 Holy Communion at Cleeve 

19:30 Holy Communion at Yatton 


