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April Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 
1st  Clare Hibbs 
         Mike  Beardshaw  
3rd  Antonis Papasolomontos 
      Avril Brown 
4th  Rosie Treble 
6th  Andrea Walters 
7th  Jo Batten 
       Archie James Alexander 
8th  Emma Brooks (Fenwick) 
10th  Anna Edwards         
13th Troy Gale 
16th Brian Cook 
19th John Ball  
21st Barbara Mi ddleton  
22nd Liz Jaehme 
23rd Mary Willcox 
        Talitha Stowell 
24th Margaret Ball 
25th Jeannie Bessant 
         Ruby Bessant 
         Harry Bessant 
28th Theresa Walters 
29th Miles Naish 
30th Isobel Pascoe 

KENN ALTAR GUILD - APRIL ROTA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Irene Stowell, Margaret Bessant 

and Marianna Mackay 
 

 
Being a member of the  Kenn Altar Guild 
means just one hour’s work, cleaning  and/or  
flower arranging for each week of one month 
a year. 
 
If you would like to be part of this select crew 
please contact Marinna  on 01275 340323 

 
Church Floodlighting 

 

On Sunday 19th March for Evensong. 

Churchwarden’s Notes 

 

The Annual Vestry Meeting will be 

held at St. John’s following Family 

Service on Sunday 23rd April—this is 

the occasion when Churchwardens are 

elected for the next year.  We have a 

vacancy at present, so, if anyone 

would like to join or replace 

me..............  Please let me know. 

 

Palm Sunday 9th April will be Team 

Sunday  at Yatton. The Team Service 

there at 10.00 am will be an chance 

to say thank you and farewell to  

Revd. David and Liza Harrex. 

        

  John Ball 078 1667 1304 

 
Our flag was flown on 18th March to 
celebrate Grace Griffin attaining the 
age of 80. Congratulations......... 

Simnel Cakes 

I will be making Simnel Cakes for 

Easter, profits go to the Blay Family 

in Ghana. 

Large Cakes £6.50  

Small Cakes £4.50 

 

Orders by Sunday 9th April please 

contact me by phone  01275 873554 

(messages will be acknowledged).  

Julia Bush  
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A Date with Barbara 'The Swallow'. 

 

I had lunch recently with Barbara Dixon and her daughter. People in Kenn may 

remember Barbara arriving from Bristol, at about the same time as the  

Swallows, and staying in her caravan through the summer, returning to her  

winter quarters just after harvest.  

 

She is absolutely unstoppable  and still helps serve lunches for the hungry at the 

Salvation Army, and among other things prays for everyone in Kenn, everyday. 

 

She sends her love.  Julia Bush 

  

Mothering Sunday in Kenn 

  
On a beautiful if breezy morning, we met at St John's to celebrate 

Mothering Sunday, with Rev Avril Gaunt. 

 

The readings were about mothers in the Bible and their adventures. 

Then we said the Song of St Anselm, which includes the theme of God 

caring for us as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings. 

Motherhood is like a chequered cloth, and Avril's talk reminded us of 

all its different patterns, some easy, some not so easy.  

Then she invited the children to come and to illustrate how wide God's 

'wings' are , she took out a new ball of string. 'This could be a bit of a 

tangle' thought all the adults. While all our love could be expressed by 

the first centimetre of string, there was enough of God's love in the 

ball to go round everyone in the church, and it did.  

When we had extricated ourselves, the posies (made the day before 

by Sam, Tom and Ella) were blessed and handed out.  

The Blessing and then Yum Yum, Simnel cake and drinks....and chat. 

Hooray. 

 

Julia Bush 
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The Parish of Yatton Moor 
St. John the Evangelist, Kenn,  
All Saints’, Kingston Seymour  

St Mary the Virgin, Yatton 
 

Annual Parochial  
Church Meeting 

 
at St Mary ‘s Church, 

Yatton 
Thursday 27th  April   

 
 7.00 for 7.30pm 

 
Copies of the  Parish of Yatton 
Moor Annual Report for 2016 will 
be available in all churches - 
please take one per family. 
 

    John Ball 

Bishops' Lent Appeal 
 

This will seek to support the work of welcome and 
care for refugees both at home and abroad.  
 
To that end, the Bishops have launched a Lent  
Appeal 2017. Donations to the appeal will be shared 
to help refugees in this diocese as well as refugees in 
Greece.     
 In Somerset, the money raised will provide support in 
the following areas: language and interpretation,    
befriending services, accessing local services and 
food and shelter. In Greece, support will be given to 
the work of St Paul’s in Athens - a church community 
providing food and shelter for those in immediate 
need. To raise awareness of the appeal, each day of 
Lent the diocesan website will feature a story of  
Christians in our diocese who are motivated by their 
faith to live differently, for the common good, with a 
link to the giving options. You can view the 40 stories 
as they are published at:  
http://www.bathandwells.org.uk/lent-stories/ 
Donations using debit or credit card can be made until 
31st. May                                      online:  
www.bathandwells.org.uk/lent-stories/ 
If you don't have access to that form of giving,  
donations can be given in at the Team Office during 
Lent and will then be sent direct to the Diocese. 
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CHARITY COFFEE MORNING   -  KENN CHURCH ROOM 

SATURDAY 25th MARCH  -   10.00am—12 noon 

hosted by Kenn W.I.– Grateful Thanks to everyone for support  

 

£55 was raised for their  2017 Charity — Gordano Leg Ulcer Club 

Coffee Morning 
 

   Saturday    
April 22nd 

 

 10.00am to 12.00 
noon 

 
  New Room at the 
top of Kenn Street 

 
Raising funds for 
our Flowers, Food 
and Fun Weekend 

 
on 

8th and 9th July 
 

Keep the dates free!!! 

Friday 7th April  All Welcome 
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Book Group. 
 
At book group on the 27th February we discussed ‘Thinks…’ by 
David Lodge. Prior to becoming a novelist Lodge had been a 
university lecturer.    This novel was a parody of academic 
campus life. We wondered if the despicable central character 
was based on people he had met. The plot was carefully woven 
but we agreed too neat at the end.           Most of us enjoyed this book. 
  
A book has been recommended to us by Wendy P.  So we accepted the kind thought.  
At the next meeting we will discuss ‘Clay’ by Melissa Harrison.  We will next meet on the 
10th April 2017.          
 

        

 VILLAGE MARKET & COFFEE MORNING 

Saturday 8th April 10.00—12 noon 

 

Sarah and Marianna will be providing refreshments at this month’s market.   
Sarah’s great niece, Harriet Stuckey, who after being diagnosed with an 
extremely rare illness, is raising money for Southmead Hospital, who are 
treating her, and for research into diagnosing life threatening auto-immune 
conditions and donations will go towards Harriet’s fund raising. 

 

 

Hellebores at Kenn market 
 

Barbara and Michael would like to thank eve-
ryone for their support and kindness at the March market; the plant stall 

raised £70, which will be sent to Myeloma UK. 
 

 

Maggie Hobbs  876277  or   Lyn Burnett  870189 
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Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  

Lyn & Nigel Burnett  01275 870189 
kvhallbooking@gmail.com 
  
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
Revd. Warren Williams  01934 833608 
 
Churchwarden:    
   
  John Ball  874077 
  Mobile 078 1667 1304 
 
Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Chris Taylor           872781 
 

 
 

Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 
 

 North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

 News & Views:  
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 
  Email: Margaret.john@btinternet.com 
      Chaseside, Kenn Street, Kenn 

Antiques, Interiors, Collectables  
and Jewellery 

Thursday 6th April  10.00am 
Thursday 27th April 10.00am 

  
Viewing at Saleroom 

 Wednesday prior 10am - 7:30pm 
Morning of sale  from 9am  

Quarterly Specialist Sale  
Thursday 1st June 10.30am  

  
Viewing at Saleroom 

Tuesday 30th  May 2pm - 5:30pm 
Wednesday 31st May  10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale from 9am 
 

Catalogues can be viewed at: 
www.clevedon-salerooms.com 

  
      

    Coffee Morning 
 
 
Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday,   
8th April from 10:00am till midday.  

Recycling - 4th/11th/18th/25th April 
 
Dustbin -  4th/18th April 
  
Green Waste - 11th/25th April 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kenn Women’s Institute 
  
 

Kenn Village Hall, 7:30pm 
    Wednesday 12th April 
 
Everyone Welcome 
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Kenn Supper Club.  Always on the  3rd

 Wednesday of the 

month. (also known as the S.O.F.A club. Same Old Faces Again.) 

 

As always the March Supper Club was friendly, convivial and buzzing 
with chat and all the latest news. We enjoyed good food. We also 
benefited from exceptionally swift and courteous waiting service. Thank you Mike.   
   
Thank you John and Grace for organising this for us.  
                              

The next Supper club will be on Wednesday 19
th

 April  at 7.00 for 

7.30pm.   Everyone is welcome. at  The Drum and Monkey 

          It would be helpful if Mike had some idea of how many diners to expect.  
  Please contact John and Grace Griffin. Tel 872948.     

Lent Lunch in St John’s Church Kenn. Every Monday from 12.00 to 2.00pm.   
  
This year the Lent Lunch in the church has been enormously successful. 
The radio is on, the kettle is on.  
Friendship and food is shared with chat and discussion.  
 
Everyone is welcome to this light midday meal, those of faith, those  
of none and the various shades in between.          The church will provide 
welcome community space for local Kenn and friends of Kenn people.  
 
There will be no charge for the lunch. The money has already been raised.           
Prudent economics and kind donations of food from Marianna, Jenny and Emma has 
made the lunch free at the point of delivery.   
 
The dates for April 2017 are Monday 3rd April and Monday 10th April.    

Meeting place   
               
 ‘Meeting Place’ is a regular slot on the second Thursday of the month. We meet in  
‘The New Room’ at the top of Kenn Street, starting at 11.00am and lasts for up to an hour.   
 

The next group will be on Thursday 13th April 2017 at 11.00am.  
 
This is a small but consistent group. Mothers and sometimes grandmothers come with preschool children.  The women 
exchange news, the children play and we are in the background making coffee.  
 
If you are at home with a small child you are very welcome to join us.    
P.S. We are very clear this is not Church by the backdoor. Rather a venue for friendship and meeting people.   
Julia 873554.         Caroline 343133  
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Flowers, Food and Fun -  8th/9th July 

 
Most years in Kenn we have a Summer event where the 

community comes together. We share food and have a 

good time. This year is no exception. We are going to 

have a fabulous two day flower festival on the weekend 

of Saturday 8
th

 and Sunday 9
th

 July.  

 

The event is titled ‘Flowers, Food and Fun’. We will showcase 

our historical little church, elegant in its simplicity.   

 

On the 8
th 

 July the church will be open to admire the floral  

artwork. The theme will be ‘flowers and food’.   

Then on the Sunday 9
th

 July we will have the  

‘Flowers, food and fun’ day.   

The flowers arrangements will be done by regular contributors. 

We are also going to invite guest arrangers from neighbouring 

villages and clubs.  

Villagers are welcome to sponsor an arrangement in memory of a 

loved one.  

Food will also be in abundance. Lunch between 12.00 noon and 

2.00pm. Then tea, coffee and cake from 2.00 to 4.00pm.  

Contributions of food and help will be very welcome.  

Fun will be had with treasure hunts around the church and the 

yard. The Kenn choir is going to reconvene for the occasion.  

This is always a hoot.  

Nearer the time we will have a meeting to form a committee to 

ensure the smooth running of the weekend. In true Kenn style it 

will be the one meeting planning strategy.   

We will also decide which charity to give the funds raised to.   

More news to follow next month.  

 

Marianna and Caroline.   
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KENN W.I. 
 

The March meeting was well attended to hear our 
speaker Peter Lander from the Birnbeck Regeneration 
Trust. 

 
Peter told us of the history of the pier, which was completed in 1867, right up to the 
present day. 
 
The Old Pier as it is known locally is the only British seaside pier that links the 
mainland to an island, so is technically a bridge.  
 
The Trust is looking to regenerate the island with a mix of old and new, which would 
give the island a commercially viable future. 
 
As the Trust is dependent on public support to advance the project they undertake 
many fund-raising events which can be found on their website. 
 

Some of our ladies provided the refreshments at March’s Kenn village Market.  
 
The fund-raising income was for the Gordano Valley Leg Ulcer Club, our charity for 
2017 and we are delighted to say that we raised £135.  
 
A big thank you to all those who contributed and to those members that helped.  
 
A further coffee morning is to be held on Saturday 25

th
  March in the Kenn Church 

room. 
 
Our speaker for the April meeting is Nicola Pike from Rose Holistic in Kenn Moor 
Road.  
 
Nicola will be talking to us about Bowen Therapy which is a non-invasive,  
complementary holistic therapy which can help in pain reduction, energy recovery 
and improvement of function. 
 
If you have any aches and pains why not come and join us at our meeting on 
Wednesday 12

th
 April starting at 19.30. 

 
 
Marion Hulance 
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LENT LUNCHES 
 

All are welcome at the    
Andrews’ home, 

Cherry Tree House,  
Kenn Street,  

 
for Lent Lunches each 

Wednesday in Lent 
12 noon - 2pm 

 
On offer are soup and bread, 

cakes,  
tea and coffee  

 and lots of chat. 
 
 

A donation is asked for Christian Aid 
 
 

Margaret’s Mutterings   -  Thank you to those who responded to my requests for extra 

copy—a bumper edition  - and well worth reading.  

 

Recycling  - there have been a few hiccoughs with our recycling and we heard from  Jan & 

Rob Page  about  problems they had with  extra stuff added to their  box, hopefully  now 

sorted -  we found lots of other people’s recycling etc in our drive and put it in with ours.  

 

Bath Half Marathon —Robert Bessant from Riverside and  my son Vince Stowell with 

his daughter Beth represented the Village . They did some  reasonable times -  see snaps 

elsewhere. 

May issue of Kenn News & Views  -  copy, as soon as you have it please to Margaret   

through the letterbox at Chaseside, or email margaret.john@btinternet.com 

Thanks to everyone who contributes  and distributes ! 
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SERVICES FOR APRIL 2017  

 
1st SUNDAY 2nd  THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT PURPLE 
8:30am Holy Communion at Kenn*  
9:30am Parish Communion at Yatton followed by Vestry Meeting  
9:30am Holy Communion at Cleeve   
11.00am Taste & See/Holy Communion at Claverham  
11:00am  Family Service at Kingston Seymour  
6:00pm  Evensong at Yatton*  
6.00pm Edge Youth meeting in Team venue  
 
First Wednesday – 5th April 
10am Holy Communion at Yatton*  
11am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour  
 
First Thursday – 6th April 
9.00am   Easter Service at Court de Wyck School     
 
Friday 7

th
. April  

9.30am Junior School Easter Service at Yatton  
 
2nd SUNDAY 9th  PALM SUNDAY RED 
8:00am Holy Communion at Yatton*  
10.00am  TEAM Service and Farewell to David & Liza at Yatton  
6:00pm  Evensong at Kingston Seymour* followed by Vestry Meeting   
 
HOLY WEEK and EASTER SERVICES 2017 RED 
 
MONDAY 10th April 
11.00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour  
7.30pm Compline Service with Meditation at Claverham  
8.00pm  Yatton Church open for 45 mins  Taize music/ prayer/ reflection  
 

TUESDAY 11th April 
8.00pm  Yatton: Stations for Holy Week  
 

WEDNESDAY 12th April 
10.00am Holy Communion at Yatton*  
11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn  
11.00am Holy Communion at Claverham  
7.30pm Compline Service with Meditation at Claverham  
8.00pm Choral Meditation at Yatton  
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 13th April 

11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn  
7.30pm Maundy Thursday Meal & Vigil with Holy Communion at Yatton  
7.30pm Maundy Thursday Communion & Vigil at Cleeve  
7.30pm Maundy Thursday Communion & Vigil at Kingston Seymour  
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GOOD FRIDAY 14th April 
10.00am Stations of the Cross at Cleeve  
10.00am  Easter Celebration for children and their families at Yatton  
11.45 to 12pm – Act of witness in Yatton Precinct  
11.00am  Stations of the Cross at Kenn 
12.00 noon The Easter Story will be read,with the children, at St. John’s with snacks.........  
2.00pm  An Hour at the Foot of the Cross at Kingston Seymour  
2.00pm  The Last Hour at Yatton   
2.00pm  Hour at the Cross at Claverham  
 

EASTER EVE - SATURDAY 15th April 
8.00pm  Easter Eve Service of Light and Ceremony of the New Fire at Yatton     
 

3rd SUNDAY  16th April EASTER DAY WHITE 
 

6.30am Sunrise Holy Communion at Cleeve followed by breakfast  
7.00am ‘Sunrise’ Ecumenical (half hour) Service – Cadbury Hill  
8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton*  
9.30am Easter Communion & Decoration of Cross at Yatton  
9.30am Easter Holy Communion at Claverham  
11.00am  Easter Family Holy Communion at Cleeve  
  (and with Easter Egg Hunt for the children) 
11.00am Easter Communion at Kenn  
11.00am Easter Communion at Kingston Seymour   
 
 
Third Wednesday – 19th April 

10am Holy Communion at Yatton*  
11am Holy Communion at Kenn  
 
Third Thursday – 20th April 
9.30am Prayers for Healing & Wholeness + Holy Communion at Cleeve  
 
4th SUNDAY 23rd THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER WHITE 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton*  
8.30am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour*  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton   
10.00am  Café Celebration at Court de Wyck School  
11.00am  Family Service at Kenn followed by Annual Vestry Meeting  
6.00pm  Holy Communion at Claverham  
6.30pm Ecumenical Evening Service at Yatton Methodist Church  
 
 
Fourth Wednesday – 26th April 
10am Holy Communion at Yatton*  
11am Holy Communion at Claverham*  
 
5th Sunday  30th  THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER WHITE 
 
10.00 am  Team Service at Kingston Seymour.    
 
 

* Book of Common Prayer (1662) 
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Bird News 

 

Higgy's splendid picture of a Waxwing on last month's cover showed the  

coloured rings which were put on when it was trapped in Aberdeen on the 10th 

December last year. It also carries a numbered BTO ring on its right leg but 

the coloured rings are used so that the bird can be identified without it 

being caught again.       This Waxwing was next reported in Hinckley, 

Leicestershire on the 5th January before it arrived at Tesco's in Bradley 

Stoke on the 29th January.   It was there for about six weeks until the food 

ran out and it will soon be heading back to North East Europe and its  

nesting area. 

Most of the Fieldfares and Redwings were on their return migration by early 

March, but there were still a few Redwings in the Stonehouse Farm  

orchard mid month. Meanwhile, Wheatears, Chiffchaffs and Sand Martins were 

arriving.  

My first singing Chiffchaff was near to Yatton station on the 9th and there 

have been a few Wheatears along the sea wall since then. Most early Sand 

Martins are seen over the major reservoirs but a small party was noted at 

Backwell Lake mid month. 

It's good to hear some Greenfinches singing again - they seem to be  

recovering their numbers a bit at present.     A couple of Red Kites were 

reported from Congresbury and another was seen ( not by me) over Yatton. 

Nearby there was a Short Eared Owl at Wemberham. 

 

Bryan Thomson and I went on an old fashioned 'twitch' to see a Blue Rock 

Thrush at Stow on the Wold. It was on a modern housing estate, feeding in 

gardens and flying up on to the house roofs to rest. It is only the third or 

fourth record for Britain and in Spain resides in the mountains. The most 

plausible theory is that it is from the eastern population (perhaps from 

Greece or Turkey) and that it arrived on easterly winds last autumn. Birders 

have contributed over £2,000 to a local Hospice to compensate the residents 

for the disturbance and one local told me that it had all gone well and that 

he had quite enjoyed all the visitors. The bird has been present for about 

four months now but wasn't seen on the 21st so may have headed back to  

wherever it had come from. 

 

April is the main month for our summer visitors to arrive and for birds to 

pass through on their way north. Anything might turn up so please get in 

touch if you spot something unusual. 

 
 

 

Trevor Riddle  01934 835208.  
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Thanks to Clive Finlay for  
this picture  of a Blue Tit  
among the blossom -  a  
welcome signal  
that Spring is almost here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Bryan Thompson  
for   this Redwing snapped  
in the village 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And thanks again to Higgy for 
the Redstart seen on the rocks 
under Clevedon Pier 
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Bath Half Marathon 12.3.17 

Vince, Beth & Rob going to the start. 

Rob’s daughter India with Dean enjoying 

the Bath pigeons.. 

Action shot of Rob with Vince . 

The support team of  Freya, Oscar, 

Clare, Jeannie, Roby and Harry with 

John and  me - Rob’s cousin,  (triplet’s 

dad)  Matt, took the snap. 
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What’s on in Kenn - April 
 

Mondays 3rd/10th April — Lent Lunch St. John’s Church  10—12 noon 

 

Monday 10th April at the Drum—Book Club 

 

Wednesdays 6th/13th - Lent Lunch at Cherry Tree House 10-12noon 

 

Saturday 8th April - Kenn Village Hall   

10-12noon Village Market and Coffee Morning 

 

Tuesday 11th April - Village Lunch at The Drum and Monkey 

 

Wednesday 12th April - KVH - 7.30pm Kenn Women’s Institute 

 

Thursday 13th April 11.00am The Church Room 

‘Meeting Place’  

 

GOOD FRIDAY 14TH APRIL— Noon at St. John’s Kenn 

Children will read the Easter Story, share a simple snack of Hot Cross Buns 

and Easter Biscuits 

 

Wednesday 19th April - at The Drum & Monkey 

Kenn Supper Club meet 7.00pm 

 

Saturday 22nd April — Church Room 10-12noon   

Charity Coffee Morning 

 

Sunday 23rd April after Family service - St. John’s - Annual Vestry Meeting 

 

Thursday 27th April 7.00 for 7.30pm  - The Chapter House, Yatton 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting for the Parish of Yatton Moor 
 

Diary Date 
 

Flowers, Food and Fun Weekend  

8th and 9th July 
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Superfast Broadband – Why Bother? 
 
If you don’t currently use the internet, you may not be the best person to persuade why superfast 
broadband is for you, but if you do use ‘The Net’ for business or pleasure, then listen up and I will 
try and give a convincing argument: 
 

Superfast broadband is needed to support an increasing number of devices in the 
home: including mobile phones, iPads and tablets, notebooks, e-readers (such as Kindle), desktop 

PCs, games consoles, Apple TV, media players and Sky+ boxes.         All these devices will be 
competing for ‘internet speed’ (known as bandwidth), and basic broadband services with slow 
speeds will increasingly become a major bottleneck. With growing families or certain business     
requirements, basic broadband is no longer enough! 
 

Superfast broadband could increase house prices: A survey carried out by ispreview.co.uk 

found that 68.8% of respondents would be put off from buying a “beautiful new house” if it lacked 
fast broadband. 73.9% considered that broadband was “critically important” to their home life. 
 

Conventional broadband services can be unreliable: ADSL broadband is carried along copper 

cables making the broadband signal susceptible to interference.       High-speed fibre broadband 
utilises fibre-optic cables, which are immune to interference and deliver significantly higher speeds 
and are more reliable. 
 

Superfast broadband connectivity is essential for many businesses:        Superfast 

broadband services allows businesses to provide flexible working for employees so that they can 
work from home and access company systems remotely. Homeworking potentially allows many 
people to achieve a better work-life balance, particularly parents with young children. 
 

A large number of bandwidth-intensive services use broadband as a delivery  
mechanism, including: Streamed video services, such as YouTube, Netflix, BBC iPlayer,  

ITV Player, Lovefilm, Netflix, Sky Go and BT Vision, TV and video download services, such as  
Sky Anytime Plus and Apple iTunes, fast downloading of HD video content (rather than standard 
definition   content), streamed music services, such as Spotify, voice and video telephony services, 
such as Skype and Apple FaceTime, online backup services, such as Carbonite,    Livedrive and 
Apple iCloud. BBC iPlayer requires at least 3Mbps to stream HD content, and Netflix can demand 
6Mbps or more to stream high-quality video. Online backups of important content, such as family 
photographs, can be unbearably slow with conventional broadband. Without superfast broadband, 
consumers have an increasingly reduced set of online services to choose from. 
 
And…….don’t forget, using Superfast Broadband allows you to do most of these things at the same 
time…..with knobs on! 
 
If you have any questions or want to now more, contact myself (Chris Blake, John Ball, Stephen 
Brain or Julian Gale at the following email addresses: 
 
mrchrisblake@gmail.com 
margaret.john@btinternet.com 
stephen.brain@limesbb.co.uk 
juliantroygale@gmail.com 
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Top Things to Do with Superfast Broadband 
 

 

 

BBC iPlayer: Catchup on past and present TV series and regular  
programmes from the BBC and other TV channels using your  
Flatscreen TV or mobile devices 

 

Netflix: Watch movies on demand direct to your Flatscreen TV or  
mobile device 

 

Skype: Talk face to face to friends, family, business colleagues or  
customers anywhere in the world using your mobile phone, tablet or  
computer completely free using Skype.  
It’s far better than picking up the phone! 

 

iCloud: Backup your computer to a remote ‘virtual’ area known               
as a ‘cloud’, saving all of your important business and personal            

data. 

 

Facebook: Keep in touch with friends and family, post photos and  
videos to share your experiences with others. 

 

YouTube: Watch crazy videos from around the world or just find            
out how to fix your washing machine or learn origami, the world is 
your oyster.  
If the answer isn’t on YouTube, then you probably won’t find it  
anywhere! 

 

     iTunes: Download your favourite music to your mobile devices in  
      just seconds. 

 

AVG Antivirus: Whether it is keeping your computer safe from          
harm, downloading the latest version of an app or updating your          
word processing software, Superfast Broadband enables the               
most rapid method of updating your software and keeping                     
everything  ‘ship-shape’. 
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BROADBAND  -   At the Annual Parish Meeting we had a visit from a BT Project 

Manager who gave an extremely helpful and lucid update on the status of Broadband as it 
relates to our area and BT.  
 
I should probably rephrase the first paragraph. It was helpful and lucid to SOME of us.  
A number of (normally) intelligent people felt that it went over their heads so the purpose of 
this article is to try to move away from jargon and explain for those who were there and 
those who were not there what is the situation about Broadband and what we as a  
community can do if we really want to get it in place soon.  
 

It is quite long so get a coffee or something stronger first and then settle down for a good 
read. If you already know what broadband is about, skip to the middle. 

 
So what is Broadband?  Broadband is a general name given to the technology used to 
connect your computer/tablet/smartphone to the internet. For most of us in Kenn it boils 
down to using a telephone line or a mobile phone network. There are other alternatives but 
let’s keep it simple. For the rest of this article I’m talking about telephone lines of some sort 
going to your property. 
 
Can I get Broadband in this area? YES! Incidentally there is no legal obligation for BT or 
anyone else to provide a broadband service. You might not like it but that is how it is. 
So what’s the problem? Twofold. Firstly in some cases it is not reliable. It’s not bad but for 
some users the service comes and goes. Sometimes you can connect to the internet and 
sometimes not. Sometimes when a normal phone call comes in it stops working temporarily. 
Secondly it is not fast enough for what many people want to do with it. Sending or receiving 
the odd email is one thing, watching a film or downloading family photos from great aunt  
Esmeralda’s birthday takes a long time and may not be even possible. The reason for this is 
that photos and films have a lot more information (data) in them and information takes time 
to transfer or download. 
 
So how do I get speed and what do I want?    Ignore what the speed number actually 
means but for most of us you want at least 5M. The higher the figure the better. In Kenn 
most of us are in the 1.5 to 3M bracket. 
There are two ways you get speed. Firstly the technology must allow it, secondly you have 
to pay extra. Currently you can get a Broadband service using the phone line for well under 
£20 per month.    If you want high speeds e.g. 20M and if they are available, you can be 
talking about £40 or £60 a month, which may be beyond what some users are willing to pay. 
 
What are the issues with Kenn?         See below:                                                             
We are a long way from Clevedon or Yatton telephone exchanges and Broadband not does 
work well over long lines. Kenn is a very spread out village. Some of the lines are old and 
should be replaced.  The only way to overcome the two problems above is to get rid of most 
or all of the existing lines and use “Optical Fibre” instead – (generally shortened to “fibre”). 
Instead of electricity going down wires to do the job it is converted to light beams, shone 
down an optical fibre (think of fancy light decorations with glass fibres) and converted back 
to electricity at the other end. It can go hundreds of miles this way. Sometimes ALL the line 
to the property can be fibre. (NOTE - you will still need your existing phone line etc for voice 
calls, what I am describing is additional stuff ONLY for Broadband).  
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Tell me more.           Are you sure?            Check your coffee.          OK? Here we go:                
In an ideal world, fibre will come from the exchange to the centre of a community/village  
and a special box called a Cabinet will connect the fibre to your existing phone line and  
everyone is happy.                                                                                                                         
The drawbacks are:  Someone has to pay for it.   
We are talking about £50,000.00 per Cabinet                                                                                 
Everyone wants it at once.       This where BT gets slagged off.                                                
They only have finite resource and can’t do everything at once.                                          
The cabinets have to be no more than 1kM from the end user.  
In a spread out village like ours that is a major problem. You would need several cabinets. 
Also it needs mains power for the electronics and of course someone to physically lay fibre 
to the cabinet. 
But we already have some fibre and cabinets.  Yes, some properties are covered but 
most of us aren’t. I’m trying to keep things simple. 
Is anything happening? Yes! Regular readers of KN&V will be aware of our activities so 
far.  As a community and as a Parish Council we have been working for a long time on    
getting something done. Liam Fox has also worked with us to use his influence.                        
The Government wants to leapfrog broadband performance (hence the phrase Superfast 
Broadband) and is prepared to put money into it.                                                                         
An organisation called Connecting Devon and Somerset (CDS) came into place a few years 
ago to oversee this in the South West.    Unfortunately, to date, CDS has not done anything 
in our specific area.  
However a new phase of funding is coming through and we have been led to believe (I can’t 
put it any stronger than that) that Kenn WILL be in the next phase. At the time of writing a 
contract is not is place and it is a matter of believing it when we see it. Almost certainly the 
contract will not be with BT.                                                                                              
HOWEVER, in parallel, BT are willing to put fibre in place and the purpose of the BT visit to 
the Annual Parish Meeting was to explain what they could do.          It would NOT be free 
however! 
The rest of this article will look at the CDS solution and the BT solution and then conclude 
by saying where we go from here. 
 
Firstly the CDS solution: 
From what we know (and information has been incredibly hard to come by), Kenn COULD 
be in the next phase of the CDS contracts. From what is happening elsewhere in the CDS 
area, a company called Gigaclear has been awarded most of the contracts. Gigaclear would 
put in place a totally separate fibre network all the way to the property. You don’t need to 
know the details but this means they don’t need to touch the existing (BT) network. Instead 
they will dig trenches all over the place and along roads to put their own fibre where needed. 
They will provide a connection point outside your property boundary so you connect or they 
can do the whole job. In both cases a fee is payable which could be from a few pounds (if 
you connect yourself) to £200-300 depending on distance from the road to your property. 
 
Of course they will also have to maintain the network in future although I have no idea how 
this will work in practice. 
You will get very little choice on your Internet Provider (ISP). Think of it a bit like Virgin who 
have cable/fibre all over the cities and you only deal with them. (And yes, we have been in 
contact with Virgin and No, they aren’t interested in cabling us). 
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Now the BT Proposal, information based on the recent meeting: 
 
Remember my comments before about Cabinets. We are indeed a spread out village but we 
are not talking about large green Cabinets popping up everywhere.     
 
There is a newer technology which is basically a cut down miniaturised version      (called 
remote nodes), does only a few properties, and costs approx. £8,000.00 per box instead of 
£50,000.00. In a village like ours it could be a solution in places but not everywhere.  
Most probably, a BT solution will have a mixture of Cabinets and remote nodes.  
Until they do a survey we don’t know. 
 
BT of course will then maintain the network. 
 
Unlike CDS, if you have a BT solution you are not limited in your choice of Internet Provider. 
You can use virtually anyone you want. 
 
The bad news is that BT will not fund a complete fibre installation for our community.  
However they will Match Fund. In other words they will pay HALF the cost but somehow we 
have to find the rest. They would help with the logistics of fundraising. 
 
We can get a quote from BT in 6 weeks or so and it is proposed that we do so. Once we 
have the appropriate information we can discuss what to do. 
 
In Kenn we have 80-100 properties and a number of businesses and it may be people     
and businesses would want the advantages of superfast broadband as described and be 
prepared to contribute into a pot.  
 
It might be possible to get a grant but all of this would have to be investigated further. 
 
So to sum up, there are two possibilities, one is to wait and hope we get a Government 
funded scheme through CDS, the other is to pay someone (really only BT) to get something 
in place. 
 
Finally, a lot of time and effort has gone into the Broadband issue in Kenn and like many of 
you there is a high level of frustration that it has not come to pass yet.  
 
Everything we know we are prepared to tell you - either in Parish Council meetings or via 
KN&V and if there is anything you don’t understand do come and ask myself, Chris Blake, 
John Ball or Julian Gale. We don’t “do” Facebook so discussions there will pass us by.  
 
If you really want to help, chat to us and we’ll give you some ideas of what you can do. 
 

Stephen Brain on behalf of the Kenn Village Broadband Group and Kenn Parish Council 
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Chairman’s Report on Annual Parish Meeting 
 
The Annual Parish meeting which is different from Parish Council meetings took place on 6

th
 March 

in the Village Hall, this is the opportunity to ask for things to be done and to put forward suggestions 
and ideas for the next year. The Chairman gives a report on the previous year, for those folk who 
didn’t come here is the Chairman’s report. 
 
We have had a productive year on some fronts and  frustrating one on others. 
We have joined the Parish recycling scheme, and have had 2 events and more to come.    It was 
remarkable what turned up at the hall for the amnesty, and very interesting talking to the ladies  
Present. The re cycling information event was very informative and lots of freebies given out 
 
Both events were well publicised but unfortunately not that well supported by the village, however, 
word of mouth as to how good they were will help for the next events I am sure. 
 
We have had our speed signs delivered, and the one erected on the main road had thousands of 
hits causing the batteries to run down very quickly, so we have decided to return one and have a 
solar one for the main road, and the battery one is going up in Kenn Street and several villagers 
have volunteered to do the battery swaps, which is very  much appreciated. 
 
The free flowers were once again very well received and we are looking forward to the next batch 
and more planters around the village 
 
We asked for ideas on a neighbourhood plan but this was not well supported, and we are not  
progressing any further on this. 
 
We elected a Planning Consultant to assist us with the Modwen proposals, this proved very helpful 
and further work will be undertaken should it be required although we still have no decision  
forthcoming on this proposal. 
 
Broadband and the lack of it proves to be a challenge, although I am pleased to say that the Parish 
Council have got on better than Dr Fox and his office with a spokesperson from BT coming to  
address our meeting, with an update, and information from other sources available at the next 
meeting. However, if our MP.s office and the official bodies cannot give us hope, or answers, we 
are a long way from a solution 
 
Warrens village is still on our agendas but not much information is forthcoming, as usual. 
 
I would like to thank Eleanor for all her hard work, there seems to be more and more paperwork and 
information from local authorities each meeting. 
 
I would also like to thank all the Councillors for their help and input over the year. It is not always 
possible to get things done as quickly or simply as is imagined by our parishioners, and quite often 
there is criticism without understanding of the procedures and processes. 
 
Sheila Naish 
Chair 
 
Points raised by the public for going forward were 
 
1 Re-cycling and the new operators 
2 Footpaths…conditions of them etc 
3 Village clean up. 
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 Kenn Parish Council 
 
Chairman’s Chat 
 
 
The last Parish Council meeting followed the Annual Parish meeting.  
It was attended by a visitor from BT following my trying to get up to date information on Broadband 
etc. The broadband issue was constantly on our agenda and information forthcoming from all areas 
was as slow as the speeds we get. 
 
Background information was this -  Robin had asked villagers to sign up for Truespeed another 
Broadband fibre provider, we did this through the magazine, in preparation for the meeting I asked 
them to provide us with some information for the meeting, and to provide something for the villagers 
to read and understand. 
 
I asked for what choice of ISP do you offer as this drives price service etc 
What are the connection charges and monthly rentals together with any download limits 
How many residents would need to sign up before the service is offered and how long will it take to 
deliver. They have not replied. They are from further afield so this may be why. 
I understand that any provider should be asked these questions and provide us with an answer. 
 
BT can offer a community fibre solution and offer competitive rates and vouchers from CDS, so we 
may be better with the devil we know……further information on this from Steve Brain and his  
Committee. 
 
I asked Liam Fox for an update for the meeting and received this reply 

Mrs. Naish 
 
I have written so many letters to BT and Ofcom about broadband all around the constituency and I 
am getting nowhere.  I can only suggest you go to Devon and Somerset who are responsible for 
the rollout.  None of the letters which Dr Fox sent following his meeting with you have received any 
positive result.  The Minister directs me to Devon & Somerset, they direct me to Ofcom and Ofcom 
directs me back again.  They all make excuses for each other. 
 
In fact I have to let them know how we got on, which is a joke. 
 
Dr Fox comments at a CDS meeting were 
 
Commenting on what this means for his constituency, Dr. Liam Fox, MP for North Somerset, said: 
“The Connecting Devon and Somerset programme is now making real headway in supporting  
communities in North Somerset; 8 cabinets in Yatton will provide superfast broadband to 1776 
premises and 4 in Wrington will reach 642 premises. It underlines how critical quality connectivity is 
for businesses and households in the modern age. Whether it is used as an integral tool for local 
businesses or for leisure and social purposes, the importance of broadband cannot be overstated 
 
But we are still waiting…… 

 
The information from CDS was that we are supposed to be covered by a private service 
provider in our area, and as such were not included in their rollout. however this seems 
to be the wrong information. 

Continued……………. 
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Continued............ 

WERK gave us information that we would be in the phase 2 rollout, and we were given 
a spreadsheet for Kenn addresses, Steve has some concerns about this. 
 
I asked Pure Comms a local business provider who have had a lot to do with the Yatton 
end of things for some advice for the meeting and they were very helpful, they gave me 
the following information   
 
Many thanks for contacting the business – and apologies for a late reply. I was on holiday during 
half term and so just catching up on emails now. 
  
With regards to broadband the ball is very much in Openreach’s court and as with all things it will 
come down purely to a potential revenue opportunity for them. Kenn being a small area is probably 
a long way down their list, and with new residential developments coming into other parts of the re-
gion I suspect it may be some time before your area is considered. 
  
Whilst the government make a lot of noise…..they don’t actually understand what is required at a 
technical level, and Openreach tend to be very disingenuous concerning what technology they  
deploy (and in fact whether it is relevant to the actual service a customer wants). 
  
We don’t deal on the residential side of the market –we are strictly business to business, but I have 
copied in our Technical Director who works closely with Openreach and he may be able to give you 
a clearer indication of what may or may not be available, 
 
His technical director gave us this information 
 
I can only echo what Rob has said about it – with that being said though I can see yours and your 
Parishes problems when it comes to broadband connectivity in Kenn. 
 
Looking at Openreach’s maps, I can see that there seems to be quite a lot fibre north of Kenn 
(around Kenn Business Park and near the Old Vicarage) but nothing until you get down to Smiths 
Forge Industrial Estate – which I suppose comes under Yatton? All of the above is around business 
areas, rather than residential which typically isn’t how it’s supposed to be when it comes to Open-
reach.  
 
This sort of thing is quite close to home as I moved into the Locking Parklands development 
(Weston-super-Mare) a few years ago and the developer had not even considered broadband for 
the development. It left me with speeds of less than 1Mbps trying to remotely work at home – which 
just didn’t work. 
 
The issue was only recognised by Openreach and the developer when a group was set up of local 
residents – including myself – who took the problem to the developers who then in turn made a deal 
with Openreach to provide Fibre services to our complex. 
It took around two years, but I now have fairly decent fibre broadband. 
 
My recommendations are; 
 
-          Work in numbers – like you are doing through the parish. 
-          Walk around as many houses as you can in Kenn to get lots of forms signed in terms of people who would be 

willing to buy Fibre services, should Openreach choose to provide it. 
-          Just keep at it! It will be a huge drain, but if you make yourself heard they will not be able to ignore you. 

Continued.......... 
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Continued............. 
 
I asked BT for information for the meeting and we were asked to provide some addresses so they 
could look at some speeds, this I did.  
 
Here was the information I sent and the reply. All discussed at the meeting 
 
Thanks Shelia, 
 

That is just the job. What the information has indicated (as I feared) is that the area falls into 3 
camps.  
 
I live at Oakland Farm Kenn road Kenn bs21 6tt   Yatton 12   57.3Mb   CDS FTTC 
 
Try R McKay..Church Path Cottage Kenn Road, that’s further up   BS21 6TR  Clevedon 
13   11.4Mb  Commercial FTTC 
 
S Brain..The Limes, Moor Road Kenn  BS49 4RN  Yatton EO  3MB 
 
J Ball Chaseside Kenn Street Kenn   BS21 6TL  Clevedon 13  6,4Mb   Commercial FTTC 
 
H Jenkins  Coxhay Kenn Street Kenn   BS21 6TN  Clevedon 13  2.9Mb   Commercial FTTC 
 
T Clark Moor Farm  Moor road Kenn  BS49 4RN  Yatton EO   3Mb 
 
Premises served by Yatton 12 gets good speeds, those on Clevedon 13 and Yatton EO do not. The 
issue with those on Clevedon 13 is the distance from the cabinet to the premises. 
 
 
I would be happy to join part of your meeting on 6

th
 March to explain the position to the Council and 

what options BT can offer if that would be helpful? 
 
For your information EO lines are Exchange Outlet (They are not routed via a green cabinet) 
Happy to discuss 
 
Mr Shaun Dale who is the gentleman in charge of Broadband for our area then offered to come up 
to our meeting and give a presentation and answer questions. He did this and I have a copy of the 
presentation which can be emailed to you if you want to read it.   
 
It was a very informative, and all questions and concerns were dealt with. Steve Brain, Chris Blake, 
John Ball and Julian Gale are now utilising information and are going to liaise with Shaun directly. 
Elsewhere Steve has written a piece on this and will make more sense of it than I can,  
 
It was a shame that more villagers were unable to attend that evening as it proved to be very  
worthwhile, the questions that have been put to me since hopefully between us all have now been 
answered. I am not technical at all in fact , most of it goes over my head, but the guys can help with 
any questions  etc.. I feel that we have tried to provide as much information as we can as a Parish 
Council and perhaps given the information, Parishioners can see that it is no easy task, or a quick 
fix. 
 
 
 

Continued .......... 
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KENN Parish Council—Chairman’s Checkpoint  continued............... 
 
 
Other issues at the meeting were the van parked at the Drum and Monkey, this issue has been 
raised to the relevant authorities and sorted. 
 
The speed sign has been returned and a solar one for the main road which will be permanent has 
been ordered, and the other one will be moved around the village. The problems with battery 
changing has been solved by some volunteers coming forward..thank you to them 
 
Planters for round the village has been put on hold as we had no interest from folk to assist in     
watering them……nothing worse than dead flowers in the planters! 
 
The balance pond and the sitting water at Oaklands is on its way to being resolved now. 
 
The Village clean up has been organised by Kenn Pride over the last few years, and then by Robin, 
who now feels that it is time to hand over to someone else to run. He has asked for us to ask for 
volunteers. 
 
Are there any members of Kenn Pride still wishing to organise this or anyone in the village. It has 
always been very effective in clearing the village from rubbish and ended with a BBQ or pub meet. 
Robin will be able to give further information as to how it has been run previously and what is 
needed. 
 
The next Parish meeting is in May. Look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Cheers, Sheila 

 
Neighbourhood Watch   -  Received 16th March                                                        

The Neighbourhood Watch office has obtained some  No Cold 

Calling door stickers. These state that the householder does 

not buy from or sell to callers at the door and they are de-

signed to go on the INSIDE of windows. 

Stocks are VERY limited and we would ask that you only or-

der sufficient              numbers for members who actually re-

quire them and are able to display on the inside of a window 

near to their main door.  

If you would like us to order a sticker for you please let us know a.s.a.p. 
colinbedford@btinternet.com 

Wednesday 12th March  after dark, several ladies answered the door—or looked out of the window ,     

responding to a young  man ‘just out of prison ‘selling........  He did not accept refusal with good grace and 

at least one car showed signs of being ‘ keyed’  the next day. 
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